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Last@ver 


by Paul Clipper 


First Loser 





hear way too 

much about 
fi winning these 

. days. Every- 
body's got to 
win at all costs. 
All you ever see 
is the winner. In 
national events, 
* all you ever read 

ETIA ROER, about is the 
overall winner. No one else matters. 
Second place is first loser. Only the winner 
gets the sponsorship. 

| sometimes wonder whether this is the 
way everyone thinks or if it’s just a trick of 
the media. Are the people reporting the 
events only paying attention to the fact 
that Rodney Smith won the overall at the 
GNCC, and just blowing off everyone else 
there? Is Rodney really the only thing hap- 
pening? | know one thing for sure; if you 
finish second overall for the season in the 
AMA National Enduro series, you'd best 
not wear yourself out trying to find a 
sponsor for the next year. You might as 
well not have a name. 

It shouldn't be like this. The person who 
finished second overall to Rodney worked 
as hard or harder than the champion. 
Everybody out there, as a matter of fact, is 
working as hard as him; his only advantage 
is knowing how to waste a nanosecond 
less time between the turns, a skill that 
adds up to a couple of seconds difference 
at the end of a lap. Rodney is great at it. 
Also very, very good are Steve Hatch, Fred 
Andrews, Scott Summers and many oth- 
ers. You can go right down the list of com- 
petitors, right to the lowest-ranked C rid- 
ers, and put together a convincing case 
that they’re working as hard as the overall 
winner. And it really stinks that in this day 
and age it appears no one is interested in 
all the losers behind Rodney. 

Now “loser” is a class | can certainly get 
comfortable with, and I'm fairly certain | 
can bring my old friend Charlie into this 
clubhouse with me. We are dedicated 
losers, even on the rare occasion when 
we win. 

What qualifies you as a dedicated loser 
is just how much effort you put into not 
winning an event. For example, l've tried 
to win more often than | can count. | can't 
4 — TRAIL RIDER/MAY 1999 





Dev ia SELL rie 
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remember the number of times I’ve suited 
up with butterflies in my stomach and 
every manner of trickness bolted onto my 
bike, ready to lay waste to my class, but 
being in complete denial that no matter 
the quantity of perceived skill | may exhib- 
it, something stupid was lurking right in 
front of me to once again force me into 
the first loser's role. 

For example, the time | rode the 
Greylock enduro. | started with my usual 
rush of energy and enthusiasm, and very 
Shortly went into a dicey turn with my 
weight all wrong and ceased forward 
motion with my face. My already gener- 
ous nose blew up to a full Karl Malden 
and | bled all over my goggles while | sat 
there waiting for my vision to return. Until 
then, | was doing really well, but in the 
face of all that pain | decided the best plan 
of attack was to just ride for a finish, and 
forget about beating the rest of my class. 





€6 s Rodney really 
the only thing 
happening? 99 





So did the crash lose it for me? No, of 
course not. | got back up, got going 
rather shakily, and eventually started feel- 
ing better even though | had a pounding 
headache and a sore nose. | was still rid- 
ing just for a finish when | came up to a 
known control on my minute, and then 
told them I'd elect to leave on the next 
minute following. 

Some explanation might be necessary. 
In New England, they have a NETRA rule 
that says the club can provide a known 
control halfway through the event —usual- 
ly just after the gas stop — where you can 
re-start on your original number or any 
number between the one you're on now 
and the original one you started with. This 
gives you a block of time back that could 
be valuable if the run is so tough that 
you're getting close to houring out. (This 
is in Brand-X rules, where you're scored 
check to check, and at each check you're 
late you assume as your new number the 
minute in which you arrive at the check. 


Even though you always appear to be 
"back on time" under Brand-X rules, you 
Still only have a one-hour late allowance 
from your original minute.) 

So what | did by electing to go out on 
the following minute was elect to be 
scored one minute late at the check, pret- 
ty much the worst bonehead move you 
can make in a Brand-X enduro. And in 
case you've already guessed where this 
Story is going, you're right. When the 
Scores were tallied | was one point behind 
the guy who won my class—in spite of all 
my other troubles—and | would have 
beaten him on tiebreaker seconds had I 
not left the known control late. 

Another example. The hardest part of 
an enduro, to me, is a very obvious time- 
keeping check. Usually the clubs know 
what they're doing when they put a check 
right out in the open, and usually they fix 
it up so you're not really sure what the 
mileage is when you get there. More than 
once I've very carefully watched my com- 
puter, peg-walking into a check, carefully 
following the "diff-time" or the ^where you 
should be" display, and forgetting all 
about looking at the clock instead. The 
diff-time on a computer all depends on 
your mileage, and if it's wrong you'll prob- 
ably burn the check. If you watch the 
clock, you'll see that no matter what the 
diff-time display says, the clock says 
you've still got ten seconds to go. l've 
picked up plenty of burn points this way. 

On the other hand, l've also gotten 
downright religious with that clock going 
into an obvious check, carefully scrubbing 
off time without ceasing forward motion, a 
picture of perfect rule-following. Then I'd 
finally roll across the line in triumph, only 
to learn that | was a minute late. | can 
remember this happening a couple of 
times in my last full season of competition 
where | could have won the class if only 
for a point or two. 

And they're always stupid points. 

So let's not forget about the rest of us 
out there, no matter what sorts of miracles 
Rodney Smith, Mike Lafferty Doug Blackwell 
and the rest perform at the big name 
races. We're working as hard as we can 
to keep the back ranks of the race fat with 
losers, and one day | hope we get the 
credit we deserve for such hard work! IN 
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NETRA 
Legal Issues 


By Mike Stone 


ETRA President Bill Haas, 

Kevin Howley, and lobbyist 

Shawn Sheehy met with sev- 

eral key Massachusetts legis- 
lators to discuss the possible introduc- 
tion of a bill which would restore our lost 
riding opportunities in the state forests. 
They also met with Environmental Police 
Director Dick Murray, who indicated that 
he would support such a bill because the 
current legal riding opportunities are 
inadequate and encourage illegal riding. 
The NETRA Board will consider retaining 
Shawn Sheehy at their next meeting, for 
the purpose of getting this bill passed. 
The bill would be tied into a larger bill 


ni, 





Plug | 
Ratchet _ 


If you struggle with a plain old spark 

plug wrench to get the plug out of your water-cooled 

bike, you know there has to be another way. Especially if you have 
one of those bikes with limited tank clearance. Well, there is a bet- 
ter way. Motion Pro has a ratcheting spark plug wrench that makes 
everything simple. It’s got “off” engraved onto one side and “on” 
on the other, so it’s a no-brainer. Drop it over the plug with the “off” 
side up and you don’t even have to think about it—just crank the 
plug out. Motion Pro has a ton of tools just like this. You can learn 
more by contacting them at Motion Pro, Inc., 119 Independence 
Drive, Menlo Park, CA 94025; (415)329-0427. 
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Localiiews 


which would address snowmobile issues 
and other matters. 

Massachusetts State Senator Durand, 
who is sympathetic to trail riders and 
other state forest users, has been 
appointed Secretary of Environmental 
Affairs. Massachusetts State Senator 
Pacheco, one of our strongest support- 
ers, is now Senate Natural Resources 

and Mark 
that 
Chairman Pachecoss first acts was to call 
the Department of 
Management's (DEM) Peter Webber and 


Committee Chairman, 


Bettencourt reports one of 


Environmental 


tell him that substantial changes need to 
be made to its ORV policy. It is too soon 
to predict any positive result of all this, 
but things are at least starting to move in 
our favor in Massachusetts. 

The Rhode Island Department of 





Dual Personality Grips 

Smith Sport Optics is getting into the grip 
business. We came across these new dual 
density grips at a trade show recently and 
wish we'd had them when we were racking 
up all our now-serious hand injuries. When 
you put the Smith grips on your bars you wind 
up with a waffle pattern under your fingers 
and that nice oval patch of softer rubber right 
in the middle of your palm. Say goodbye to 
hypothenar hammer syndrome? Maybe so. 
Find out more from your Smith dealer, or call 
them at (208)726-4477. 


Environmental Management has creat- 
ed a new policy which strictly curtails 
motorcycle and bicycle events in the 
state forests, over the objections of Bill 
Haas and the Rhody Rovers. This poli- 
cy will eliminate the Gnarly Dude 
Scholarship Fund Turkey Run and 
places the Little Rhody Enduro in peril 
as well. The Rhody Rovers are suing 
the DEM, with NETRA member and 
attorney Peter Ruggiero leading the 
battle. NETRA and the Rhody Rovers 
are splitting the expenses, with Peter 
Ruggiero donating his legal efforts. Bill 
Haas has also met with numerous leg- 
islators and other motorcycle groups in 
an effort to introduce legislation that 
would restore our lost riding opportuni- 
ties in the state forests. We wish 


them success. 


Where to Ride 


Localiiews 








New Cannondale 
Unveiled 


3/2 Oo pale all E gau The long-awaited Cannondale four- 
3/2 ETRA naun Pal stroke motocrosser was unveiled at the 
3/8 DEA une m recent Indianapolis ^ Motorcycle 
5/9 GNCO Manahawkin NJ : Aftermarket Expo. The bike is a 400cc 
5/9 NETRA King Philip single, weighing in at a claimed 239 

2-Day Junior Enduro pounds, featuring electronic fuel injec- 
5/15 NETRA CATRA tion, electric start, linkless rear suspen- 

Junior Enduro sion and forks by Ohlins. Rumored in 
5/15 NETRA Nervous Novice the beginning to be using a Folan 

Parent/Child Ride 

(Swedish) engine, | Cannondale’s 
ce d P lvania-based engineers bit the 
ennsylvania- i 

5/16 NEIRA CATRA d , : i ; 

Hare Scrambles bullet and built their own engine from 
5/16 NETRA Gnarly Dude scratch. The 400cc powerplant fea- 

Turkey Run tures a one-piece billet-carved bottom 
5/22 NETRA Hoot Owl end and oylinder, with a cassette trans- 

ner Enele mission that is easily removable without 
5/23 ECEA PBER i; ; 

Mara Gorambles even taking the engine out of the alu- 
5/23 GNCC Brownsville PA minum perimeter frame. There will be a 
5/23 NETRA Hoot Owl wide ratio enduro version of the final 

Hare Scrambles machine, and delivery of the first units is 
5/29 Nat. End. McArthur OH expected to occur some time this sum- 
5/30 ECEA Broad Mountain mer. The retail price of the Cannondale 

Enduro is predicted to be $7900. This machine 
5/30 NETRA John Monahan 


Enduro 





seethes with trickness and, without a 
doubt, we want one bad. 
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Join A Club NETRA Season 





e 
The NETRA Competition committee voted to require 9 Kicks Off 
local club membership to qualify for NETRA/Moose E The weekend following the 
Racing Hare Scrambles and Enduro Championship annual NETRA Awards 
points. Riders do not have to join a local club to ridea e 


Banquet saw the opening of 
the NETRA/Moose Racing 
Hare Scrambles series, with 
Clarkie's Wild Ride Hare 


e 


competition event, but they do have to join a local club 
to qualify for championship (end-of-year) points. There 
will be a C class only-enduro in Brimfield, Massa- 


eoc 

























chusetts, this year, for a total of twelve enduros, twelve e 
hare scrambles, 14 junior enduros, eight turkey runs, ® Scrambles being flagged off 
fourteen Nervous Novice parent/child rides, two Toys $ the line just as scheduled. 
for Tots rides, and an enduro school. ə We even had a sprinkling of 
e snow the night before, just 
Grice emt scicdile) > to make it nice and wintry. 
Chillicothe Enduro Riders e The next weekend following 
Appalachian Dirt Riders : was scheduled for the Snow 
National Enduro Run enduro, starting the NETRA/Moose Racing Enduro Series, but 
Enduro Riders Assoc. ISDE Qualifier e unfortunately the event was postponed because the weather was 
July 14 New Straitsville Enduro Riders ® too nice. Really! How can you have a “Snow Run” when it's nearly 
Aug. 15 Chillicothe Enduro Riders * 50 degrees and bare dirt? Or more like mud, it was. The Snow Run 
Appalachian Dirt Riders e was held the following weekend though. Coverage of both 
Athens Motorcycle Club e Clarkie's and the NETRA Banquet can be found within these pages, 
: but you'll have to wait for next month for the Snow Run. 
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Round 9, 1/17/99 
‘as Gas's Franklin Ramey Ill (Gas Gas/MSR/ 
Bridgestone) chalked up another win this sea- 

son, his fourth, with an overall at the Swamp Fox 

enduro. Ramey put together consistent scores 
throughout the race, just a little better than. runner- 
up: Allen Gravitt (KTM/MSR/Bridgestone). Ramey 
would posta 5, Gravitt a 6. “I had a. good ride. | feel 
| should have done better though. | had a few close 

Calls here and there and my bike worked great. All in 

all it was pretty uneventful,” said Ramey. 

Gravitt, finishing second, matched Ramey in three 
of the four points taking sections. “It was a good 
course, they had. some. new “stuff b the old 




















the race | was angry and frustrated due to some:- 
personal problems. It is not a good idea to race with - 
that attitude. It caused me to ride a bit over my 
head, and | was just lucky | didn't get hurt. Aside 
from that, this is the type of terrain | grew up riding: 
in, so | felt pretty comfortable,” said McCoy. 

Randy Hawkins (Yamaha/MSR) was on hand and. 
had his share of problems during the race. He 
played catch-up most of the day. Things were going: 
okay until he burned the last check by two minutes, 
ending any chances he had for a win. i had my 
usual slow start, something that has > 
‘whole career. Franklin rode well, he 
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Senior A winner Mitch McCree works 
his suspension in the sand whoops. 














Allen Gravitt had his sights on Ramey, but couldn't get closer than second overall. 


event with the Florida Trail Riders, and is 
the only non-Florida race on their 
Schedule. Looking at the terrain you 
would think you were racing in the mid- 
dle of Florida instead of the Francis 
Marion National Forest, 30 miles from 
Charleston. The enduro was close to 60 
miles long and had all the stuff that rid- 
ers have come to expect: Huge sand 
whoops, tight woods and great trails. 


The weather was wonderful with mild 
temps and not a chance of rain. 

The key time was 9 a.m. with the start 
located at the campground/trailhead for 
the ORV park. The first section was 12 
miles long and consisted of trail mainly 
used by the local ORV park. As you 
would expect, it was whooped-out to 
the max. Ramey blazed through the 
section with a one-point loss, three sec- 


Swamp Fox Class Results 


Overall 3. Gary Williams Hon 3. John Harris 
Franklin Ramey Ill G-G Super Senior A Master B 

AA 1. Robert Neeley KTM 1. Ron Miller 

1. Allen Gravitt KTM 2. Mike Shank Kaw 2. Mike Thompson 
2. Jason Chancey KTM Open B 3. Cornelius Sharphorn 
OpenA 1. Chris Doran KTM Open C 

1. Steve Hardeman KTM 2. Eddie Royals KTM 1. Gene Zobel 

2. Gallie Ward Yam 3. B.T. Mortez Yam 2. Seth Lang 

3. Neil Sharphorn KTM 250 B 3. Ladd Sanders 
250 A 1. Kim Watson KTM 250 C 

1. Steven Smith Kaw 2. Trey Welborn Kaw 1. Tim Myers 

2. Stephen Edmonson Kaw 3. Mike Douglas Suz 2. Jesse Goode 
3. Steve Saunders Kaw 200 B 3. David Croot 
200A 1. Jay Lagroon Kaw 200 C 

1. Travis Hayes KTM 2. Maynard Peterson Kaw 1. Scott Mount 

2. Michael Sigety Suz 3. Steve Lewis Kaw 2. Sam Nelson 

3. Martin Pruett KTM Four-Stroke B 3. Dusty Tindell 
Four-Stroke A 1. Phillip Sims Yam Four-Stroke C 

1. Jeff Harris Hus 2. Paul McColl Hon 4. John Addington 
2. Andy Barkley Hon 3. Rick Spivey Hus 2. Allen Young 
Vet A Vet B 3. Jimmy Vinson 
4. Johnny McCoy Kaw 1. Dean Staley Kaw Vet C 

2. Johnny Simkins Kaw 2.David Cripe KTM 1. Mel Smith 

3. Robert Pearson KTM 3. Roy Wood Kaw 2. Greg Tindell 
Senior A Senior B 3. George Tolson 
1. Mitch McRee KTM 1. Frank Shoenbeck Yam Senior C 

2. Terry Hughes Yam 2. John Strange Suz 1.Cameron Smith 
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onds shy of a zero. "I rode hard in that 
first section. My computer was off, | 
stopped once to bump up the mileage, 
| should have zeroed the check,” said 
Ramey. Gravitt had the next best time 
with a 2:13. McCoy followed with a 
2:15. "| got behind a guy right as we 
started into the tight stuff. He couldn't 
get out of my way and | couldn't pass. 
It wasn't his fault but it cost me a point. 
| feel | could have gone a one,” said 
McCoy. Hawkins dropped a 3:19 “l 
always start off slow, my bike was 
working good. These were completely 
different suspension settings than what 
we have been running. | had it a bit too 
soft at first, | had to stiffen it up after the 
first section,” said Hawkins 

Section two was nine miles of good 
tough trail mixed with some new stuff. 
Hawkins would crank things up a notch 
to post the low score with a one. He 
said, “| knew Franklin had me by two 
points and | was trying to make up as 
much as | could. My suspension was 
working better after | made a few 
adjustments.” Ramey, Gravitt and 
McCoy would all drop two. Threes and 
fours were the norm in the A classes. 

Due to the abundant whoops, riders 
tended to hang close to the edge of the 
trail in an attempt to avoid the deepest 
part of the whoops. This proved to be 
quite dangerous and several riders 
ended their race early by hitting stumps. 


Kaw 2. Ben Hill KTM 
3. Johnny Futo 

Yam Super Senior C 

Hon 1. Benny Hamby Kaw 

KTM 2. David Boyce Kaw 
3. Kenny Hardee Yam 

Hon Master C 

Hon 1. Frank Amos KTM 

KTM 2. Tommy Neal Kaw 
3. Paul McDonald ATK 

Hon Golden Master 

KTM 1. Richard Smith KTM 

Yam 2. James Bransford KTM 
3. Don Harless Yam 

KTM Sportsman 0-200 

Kaw 1. Mark Diehl Suz 

KTM 2. Steve Bigos Kaw 
Sportsman 200-Open 

Hbg 1. Phillip Loos Hon 

Hon 2. Carl Vose Suz 

Yam Vintage 
1. Dave Arnett Pen 

Hon Women 

KTM 1. Elaine Nobles KTM 

KTM 2. Kim Seals Kaw 
3. Sue Heath Kaw 

KTM 


Two riders suffered broken collarbones 
and one rider, Frank Anello, broke his 
leg and spent the day at Cooper 
Hospital in Mt. Pleasant. He got some 
stainless steel screws and plates as 
souvenirs. The gas stop followed. 

The third section was seven miles and 
change. Ramey posted the fast time 
with a 2:04. "I hit a stump going pretty 
fast in the third section. It threw me into 
a tree and | got a limb all tangled in my 
brakes," said Ramey. Hawkins followed 
with a 2:13, Gravitt a 2:22. "| had a few 
close calls in that section. | almost took 
out a few spectators in a few of the cor- 
ners," said Gravitt. McCoy went 2:35 
and Husaberg rider Michael Grizzle with 
a 2:58. Kawasaki rider Steven Smith 
would sneak in with a 2:59. 








Jason Chancey finished second in the AA 
class. 


The final points taker of the day came 
at 61 miles. A restart would take the rid- 
ers into the last 14 miles of the day. “l 
knew | was down on points and | was 
hoping the last trail would be tight 
enough for me to make up the time. 
When | left the restart, | just pinned it, | 
never even looked at my clock again. 
When | saw the check | was two min- 
utes early,” said Hawkins. 

The final trail was faster than most 
thought. "| kept a good pace, nothing 
too fast. | didn’t have any trouble, just 
rode good and stayed on time,” said 
Ramey. He would zero the section, as 
would Gravitt and McCoy "I wish that 
last section would have been tougher, it 
was pretty easy to stay on time. This 
was a good effort by the Family Riders," 
said Gravitt. 

Hawkins, though not getting the finish 


that he wanted, was still impressed with 
this run as well as the SETRA races that 
he has run so far. “ | read a story in 
Racer X where Mike Webb said enduros 
were on the decline, that they didn't get 
the turnout of the GNCOC'S. I think he is 
on the moon. He has never been to a 
SETRA race. There were 300 to 350 rid- 
ers at Charleston. The club also put on 
a Mini enduro on Saturday, | was really 
impressed with it." Hawkins put in a full 
weekend of riding, participating in the 
dual sport ride Saturday with his girl- 


friend. Does that factory 400 come with 


buddy pegs? 


With this win, Ramey should get the 


nod on Chancey in the poi 


nts chase. 


With the next race in Sumter, South 


Carolina, right in Ramey's 


they better get ready to ki 


notch. Bl 


backyard, 
ck it up a 
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CONNECTING ROD 
AVAILABLE ON 


THE MARKET! 
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WATERCRAFT 
SHOWMOBILES 


Used Insanely by TS 
Seth Enslow, Mike Metzger, 
Travis Pastrano & “Mad” Mike Jones 
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MAKE SURE YOUR ROD PERFORMS THE LONGEST! 


The Official 
Connecting Rod For 
Team FMF/HONDA 


di RODS 


IMS Pro Series Rods are forged from SCM 415 Chromoly Steel, then 

deburred with a double vibrating, double honing process and then polished 

to perfection to insure continued performance at high RPM. 

Our NRB Bearings are double silver coated to dis- 

place excessive heat, extending rod life far past 
that of OEM or so-called competition rods. 


PRO SERIES FOOTPEGS | 


THE ULTIMATE WIDE PLATFORM FOOTPEG 
IMS Pro Series Footpegs are cast from stainless steel and are melanite coated 
for better surface wear. They incorporate the new “Parallel Cross-Bar” design 
which increases overall strength and allows mud to fall through the peg 
improving rider grip. Already used by the top motocrossers and off-road riders 
in the world. Available for most major brands. Suggested Retail $92.00 


The Official Footpeg For Team FMF/HONDA 


YZ ° WR400 TANKS 


UNQUESTIONABLY THE BEST TANKS MONEY CAN BUY! 
The YZ stock capacity is 2.1 gallons. The IMS tank increases it to 3.4 gallons, 
making this tank ideal for Enduro, Grand Prix, and Desert competition or for 
longer trail rides. Our WR replacement tank stretches your fuel capacity to a full 
4 gallons extending your dual sport and Baja trail rides well over the 100 mile 
range. Our tanks are race proven by Ty Davis, Randy Hawkins and Kevin Hines. 
IMS Fuel Tanks come complete with gas cap and mounting hardware and uses 
the stock Yamaha shrouds. In addition, a Dry Break is available by IMS. 
Available in both Natural or Yamaha Blue colors. 


Suggested Retail 5199.95 With Dry Break 5349.95 


— > H3 
Daily Ss 
Available Via UPS 


6240 Box Springs Boulevard * Unit E * Riverside, CA 92507 


Web: www.imsproducts.com 


E-mail: imsinfo@deltanet.com 


CHECK OUT OUR CATALOG ON THE WEB! 





Perry 


By Kenneth King " 
nN nN Second overall went to 
O Uu t a l Blair Bersano from the 
Mid South series. 


Round 8, 1/10/99, Mapplesville, Alabama 


t was a three series shootout. The Mid South, 
SETRA and SERA series would all go head-to- 
head in Mapplesville, Alabama, at the Perry 
Mountain Hare Scrambles. At the end of four laps 
it was Mid South rider Shad Ricketts 

(Modern Tire/Cycle Path 

Accessories, on his 400 


Yamaha claiming victory. "I liked it down here. The 
woods were good and tight, but where I’m from 
you don't have all the fast fields," said Ricketts. 
Blair Bersano (Fast Gas/Sinsalo/F&S Suzuki) 
another Mid South rider, nabbed the runner-up 
spot, and Franklin Ramey Ill (Gas Gas/MSR/ 
Bridgestone) rounded out the top three. 

This was round 8 in the SETRA series, 7 in the 
SERA and 7 in the Mid South. SETRA champ 





Allen Gravitt and Yamaha's Randy 
Hawkins are in a close battle in SETRA, 
but Hawkins was a no-show at this round. 
Bersano and Ricketts are battling it out in 
the Mid South, and SERA‘s Clay Boreing 
has all but sewn up the championship. It 
was a Southern clash of champions. 

Riders were greeted with temperatures 
in the low 40’s (cold to the SETRA guys, 
but darn near tropical for those racers 
from up north.) There had been quite a 
bit of rain days before the race, but the 
area soaked the water up and created 
near perfect conditions. There were still 
mud holes to be found, and the club 
worked extra hard to route riders around 
trouble areas throughout the race. The 
course was 13.4 miles around, wih tight 
technical trails, a few rock-strewn hills and 
plenty of wide open pastures. 

Sixteen AA riders signed up,for 


the ride, a veritable Who’s Who of 
Southern off-road riders. Team Gas Gas 
was well represented, with Franklin 
Ramey, George Waller, Clay Boreing and 
the Knight brothers. KTM's Allen Gravitt 
rode a 501 Husaberg, as opposed to his 
usual KTM 200. Blair Bersano was on an 
F&S backed Suzuki RM, and Shad 
Ricketts a 400 Yamaha. Riders started in 
a cow pasture. After a good 50 or so yard 
straight, the course zig-zagged through 
several hundred yards of grass track with 
a nice creek to jump. When the flag 
dropped it was Gravitt and the Husaberg 
with a huge holeshot. "It was the highlight 
of the weekend, worth the drive down 
here for that holeshot’” said Gravitt. The 
only riding time he had on the 501 eh 


the race was down his driveway. Gravitt 
held the lead for a bit before relinquishing 
it to Ricketts and Bersano. "At the start 
they did something l've never done 
before. You had to be standing off the 
side of the bike. | messed up and didn't 
have my bike in gear, so | didn't get the 
start | wanted. There was a lot of open 
stuff right after we left the line and | man- 
aged to get around a lot of people 
because | had more motor. Then me, Blair 
and Ramey, we got away from everybody 
on the first lap. Bersano got around me 
and he led most of lap one," said Ricketts. 

The first lap was a few miles shorter 


Ai A Da 
en) Graviteagt a’monster 
a hote: Sot on his first ride on. a 
< 504 Hübgberg, but fáded back. x 
EL he giurata. the bike? 








Franklin Ramey Ill chased hard, but couldn't get in front of the leaders. 


than the others due to the start. When 
they came through for scoring, it was 
Ricketts with a 28:41. Bersano came 
through scoring with a 28:39. "| started 
off the line in sixth. | got into the lead and 
led for most of the first lap until | made a 
mistake on a hill and Shad got around 
me," said Bersano. 

Ramey checked in at 29:36. "| was 
second off the line, | got around Allen 
(Gravitt), when my bike just quit. | got it 
started but it kept cutting off. It was hard 
to give it more than half throttle or it 


would die. | found out when | gassed it 
was a clogged gas cap vent hose,” said 
Ramey. 

Ricketts and Bersano swapped leads 
several times and sustained a blazingly 
fast pace, about 35 and a half minutes a 
lap. Gravitt had gotten a good start but 
fell back a few spots. "I was a little timid 
on the Husaberg. | had never ridden it 
before. | know | stalled it six or seven 
times.” Jason Chancey, on a Neeley 
Racing KTM, was making up time after a 
lackluster start. "| got a little pumped up, 


Perry Mountain Hare Scrambles Class Results 


Overall Champion 
Shad Ricketts 

AA 

1. Blair Bersano 

2. Franklin Ramey Ill 
3. Jason Chancey 
Open A/250 A 
1.Gary Hendricks 

2. Mitch McRee 

3. Lee Stephens 


200A 

1. Chad Froman 
2. Robbie King 

3. David Durkee 
Vet A 

1. Robert Patterson 
2. Timmy Poole 
3. Jack Bailey 
Senior A 

1. Greg Petterson 
2. Gary Copeland 
3. Paul Michaels 


16 TRAIL RIDER/MAY 1999 


Super Senior A 
1. Steve Johnson 
2. Frank Nelson 


Four-Stroke A 

1. Harvey whitaker 
2. Clint Robinson 
3. Jim Parson 
Open B 

1. Thomas Bennett 
2. Buzz Dyer 

3. Blair Jackson 
250B 

1. Mark Wood 

2. Jason Dickey 
3. Mark Barton 
200 B 

1. Alan Westerfield 
2. William Young 
3. Adam Mckillip 
125B 

1. Dustin Gibson 
2. Derek Bratcher 
3. Micahel Kirby 


Vet B 

1. Ricky Whitley 
2. Ron Skipper 
3. Lee Nichols 
Senior B 

1. Ronnie Hackett 
2. Bryon Wesson 
3. Tommy Todd 
Master B 

1. Steve Huggins 
2. Rich Patterson 
3. Frank Amos 


Four-Stroke B 

1. Michael Westerfield 
2. Trent Ashby 

3. Steve Holcomb 
Open / 250 C 

1. Kevin Weis 

2. Todd Gillespie 
3. Eric Chapell 
200€ 

1. Sam Nelson 

2. Ryan Taylor 

3. Chris Wahle 


and it took me a bit to get loosened up. 
| felt good and my bike was running 
great. | liked the terrain over here,” said 
Chancey. 

Bersano managed to get around 
Ricketts but the lead was short-lived. "I 
got in the lead on the second lap, but a 
lapped rider got in my way on a hill and 
Ricketts got back in front of me,” said 
Bersano. Ramey had dropped back to 
the back of the pack with bike problems. 

Most everyone in the field gassed on 
lap two, though some had a harder time 
of it than others. "I had my share of prob- 
lems at the gas stop. First | couldn't find 
my can, then | overfilled the quick fill and 
gas went all over my bike. It cooled the 
motor down and | couldn't crank it. | 
know I lost a lot of time at the gas stop," 
said Gravitt. The running order at the 
second lap was Ricketts, Bersano, 
George Waller, Clay Boreing and Franklin 
Ramey. 

Ricketts was still much in control of the 
race on the white flag lap. Bersano was 
making some time but had pit trouble on 
the third lap. "I got taken off the bike by 
a big limb and | lost my goggles. | came 
in for a pair and we couldn't find any. | 
know | burned up 15 or 20 seconds 
looking for them," said Bersano. 

Ramey was rapidly making up time 
and had moved around Waller and 
Boreing for third. "I had to come from the 
back of the pack. I just wanted to get up 
front," said Ramey. Chancey was riding 
well and was just 13 seconds off 
Ramey's pace, while Gravitt was 30 sec- 
onds from him. It was a SETRA freight 


Vet C 

1. Brad Bradley 
2. Ron Dilback 
8. Thomas Durham 
Four-Stroke C 
1. Joel Gibson 

2. Jarrod Everly 
3. Aaron Dean 
Senior C 

1. Herb Coleman 
2. Donnie Kirby 
3. Kirk Lakeman 
Junior 

1. Gabe Craft 

2. Josh Miller 

3. Chris Moras 
Women 

1. Karen Nelson 
Beginner 

1. Rodney Jones 
2. Rick Cochran 
3. Brandon Ramsey 


Mid South rider Shad Ricketts 
heading for the checkered flag 
and victory at the Perry 
Mountain Hare Scrambles. 


Yyynoynm BL Rd 


train from Ramey on back, with Waller 
and Boreing in the middle. “It took me 
three laps just to get the hang of the 
Husaberg. | felt pretty good. | had caught 
Rod Stuckey and Chancey and we all 
got around the Gas Gas riders and some 
guy on a TM,” said Gravitt. The TM rider 
was John Maschino, who finished 12th. 

By the fourth and final lap it was 
Ricketts all the way. "I knew Bersano 
was back there and he made up some 
time on me on the last couple of laps. | 
didn’t know how far back Ramey was. 
When | was on the long fields | would 
look back. | never saw anyone so | fig- 
ured | was okay,” said Ricketts. 

Gravitt had a bit of excitement on the 
final lap. "I was going up this hill, proba- 
bly 30 or 40 miles an hour, when | saw 
this guy coming down the hill backwards 
straight for me. | lucked up and 
squeezed by him. It would have been 
nasty," he explained. 

The club had several problem areas 








spring up during the race, but quick 
action by promoter Glenn Hollingshead 
kept the race flowing smoothly. When 
the checkered flag dropped, Ricketts fin- 
ished in 2:15:39, Bersano in 2:16:27 and 
Ramey in 2:20:05. "| tried, but I lost too 
much time on the first two laps to make 
up,” said Ramey. 

In the 250/Open A class, Gary 
Hendricks took the win, but it wasn’t an 
easy one. He battled with KTM 300 rider 
Mitch McRee all day long. They had per- 
haps the closest race of the day, finish- 
ing just 3 seconds apart. Mark Wood in 
the 250 class on a Honda was the top B 
rider. SETRA rider Sam Nelson riding a 
Kawasaki in the 200 Class proved to be 
the fastest of all the C classes. 

The three series sanction proved to be 
a success. Mid South got this one, but 
the SETRA and SERA riders are ripe for 
revenge. With luck, Hollingshead and the 
guys at Perry Mountain will be able to 
host this first class race next year. Bl 
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| AVAILABLE SOON 
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| *99 125WR's $4,200 | 
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High 
Round 9, Perry, Georgia 1/24/99 

cott Plessinger (MSR/Tsubaki/SunStar), riding 
S. new F&S-sponsored Suzuki, claimed the 
top spot in round 9 of the SETRA Hare Scrambles 
Series, the High Point, held in Perry, Georgia. This was 
Plessinger's first outing aboard the 'Zuke, and he 
drove all the way down from snow-ridden Ohio to take 
on the SETRA guys. He battled with Yamaha's Randy 
Hawkins (Yamaha/MSR/Oycle Gear/IMS) and Gas 
Gas’ Franklin Ramey Ill (MSR/Bridgestone/Enduro 
Engineering) before taking the lead shortly before they 
crossed the finish line. “It was a good race. It’s nice to 
win on something you have never ridden before. This 
is my first race since my wrist injury and it was sore 
today. Hopefully I'll get in some riding and get it back 
in shape." He looked as though he has adapted well 
to the Suzuki. "The bike did really well today. Pro 
Circuit did the motor and it's got all the power you 


need, maybe too much. | might have to tame it a bit. 


It worked good today though." 


Hawkins finished just three seconds from 
Plessinger. "It was a pretty uneventful race. | hung 
back and followed Franklin and Scott for the first lap 
or two, trying to avoid the mud holes. The course 
was so fast | felt you couldn't get away from anoth- 
er rider. | waited and | had a few lines close to the 
finish that no one was using and | figured | would 
wait till the last lap and use them. Me and Scott 
passed each other a few times on the last lap and 
had a real good race to the finish.” 

Ramey had his share of bad luck. He led from 
early in lap one until midway on the last lap when he 
got tangled up in barbed wire. It wrapped itself in 
his rear wheel and by the time he got it out, he just 
decided to call it quits. 

The guys at Perry have been hosting hare scram- 
bles and poker runs for years. They have access to 
18 TRAIL RIDER/MAY 1999 





SETRA Hare Scrambles Series 


By Kenneth King 
& 


oint- 
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a good bit of land so they tend to like the longer 
courses. This year they put together close to a 16- 
mile loop. The course had something for everyone. 
Fast pastures, tight sections, grass tracks and per- 
haps the one thing no one wanted: mud, and plenty 
of it. It rained several inches Saturday before the 
race, and the red Georgia clay turned into a quag- 
mire in parts of the course. The track actually had to 
be shortened due to impassable areas. “It rained so 
much on Saturday that a few areas of the course 
were under water. We cut out a couple of miles and 
still had some bad spots. We tried to make alternate 
routes around them during the race when things got 
too bad,” said promoter Steve Johnson. 

Nine AA riders made up the class. When the flag 
dropped, Plessinger jumped out front with Gravitt 
and Ramey close behind. Shortly after the start was 











Top: Randy 
Hawkins ran up 
front and had a 
good strategy, but 
Plessinger turned 
out to be the man. 


Above: Scott 
Plessinger models 
his new Suzuki 
ride at the High 
Point Hare 
Scrambles. 





Gravitt (inside) and Plessinger battle for the lead not far from the start. 


a sizeable mud bog followed by a creek 
crossing. When they reached the oppo- 
Site creek bank, Ramey had moved to 
the lead. Tight trail followed, connected 
by stretches of pasture. "| got the 
holeshot then blew a turn and Ramey 
and some guy named Leonard got by 
me,” said Plessinger. Ramey jumped in 
front and led most of lap one. "| didn't 
get the holeshot but | got by Scott and 
got in front. We kind of just took it easy 
because it was so slick," said Ramey. 
When they came through for scoring at 
the end of lap one, it was Ramey with a 
time of 35:21, Kawasaki rider Steve 


Saunders with a 35:31 and Plessinger 
three seconds back with a 34:34 with 
Hawkins right on his fender in 35:38. 
Gravitt was having more than his share 
of troubles. He was riding a Husaberg 
501, his second race on the bike. A big 
change from his usual KTM 200. "My 
brakes went out during the first lap, | got 
pretty aggravated. | just couldn't ride. My 
brakes finally came back on lap two, | 
suppose | dragged enough sand through 
them to knock the glaze off. Then | came 
in for gas and got doused. | figured that 
was a good enough reason to quit, so | 
did," said a frustrated Gravitt. Ramey 


High Point Hare Scrambles Class Results 


was stil leading with Plessinger and 
Hawkins a few bike links back. "Me, 
Randy and Scott, we picked up the pace 
and got away from everybody, said 
Ramey. By now, slower riders were being 
lapped. Some of the small jeep roads 
were just a series of deep ruts through 
the red clay. Bikes were stuck in every 
bog. When they were scored on lap two, 
it was Ramey in 1:10:47, Plessinger in 
1:10:48 and Hawkins in 1:10:49. At the 
end of the lap, Plessinger pitted for gas 
and did a little suspension adjusting. 
"The bike was really beating my wrist up, 
so at the halfway point | came in for gas 
and backed the rebound out on the 
forks. It made a world of difference," said 
Plessinger. 

By lap three, Ramey and Hawkins had 
pulled away from Plessinger by 30 sec- 
onds or so. The course ran across and 
around the edge of fields. Since the 
property is a working farm, man-made 
obstacles were there, mainly barbed 
wire. Plessinger and Ramey both man- 
aged to find some. "| had just caught 
Randy and Ramey when | got tangled up 
in the barbed wire. | was coming across 
one of the fields. | managed to get it out 
of my rear wheel, but they got another 
30 or 40 seconds on me,” Plessinger 
said. He was able to reel them in close to 
the end of lap three. It had pretty much 
turned into a three-man race. Ramey 
had led every lap, but Hawkins and 
Plessinger were both within seconds and 
just waiting for that last lap sprint. The 
race for fourth had come down to AA 
rider Saunders and 250 A rider Gary 
Hendricks. Saunders was in front but 
Hendricks started one minute behind the 
AA's and he had gotten within Saunders’ 








Overall Champion 3. John Embro Yam 3. Toby Byrd Yam 3. Danny Burkhalter KTM 
Scott Plessinger Suz 250 B: 200 C: Super Senior A: : 
AA: 1. Robert Blalock Yam 1. Shawn Dailey Kaw 1. Robert Neeley 
1. Randy Hawkins Yam 2. Scott Byrd Yam 2. Chris Wahle KTM 2. Dan Jackson 
2. Steve Saunders Kaw 3. Bobby Barefield 3. David Martin Kaw 3. Frank Nelson 
Open A 200 B: Four-Stroke C Super Senior B: 
1. Jeff Vealey Suz 1. R.J. Lagroon Kaw 1. Dwight Sutphin Hon 1. Bob Ingle 
2. Mitch McRee KIM. 2. David Keith KTM 2. Jason Miller Yam 2. Patrick Golden 
3. Daniel Munsrud Hon 3. Bruce Gann Hon 3. Jeff Flemister 3. Larry Bollinger 
250 A: Four-Stroke B: Senior A: Master A: 
1. Gary Hendricks Kaw 1. Paul McColl Hon 1. Terry Hughes Yam 1. Wayne Beaty — 
2. Matt Beaty Yam 2. Chris Kite Yam 2. Jimmy Pratt 2. Jim Ford 
3. Jeff Collins Kaw 3. Peter Magee Hon 3. Willie Bradshaw ATK Master B: 
200 A: Open C: Senior B: 1. Steve Huggins | " 
1. Chris McDonald KTM 1. Heath Henderson KTM 1. Steve Moore Hon 2. Richard Patterson ; KIM. s 
2. Mark Thompson KTM 2. David Davis KIM 2. Cameron Smith KIM 8. John Snyder Kaw 
3. Mark Hutchinson KTM 3. Scott Cooper KTM 3. Mack Barber Master C: S 
Open B: 250 C: Senior C: 1. Sam Shaw Hon 
— 1. Buzz Dyer Yam 1. Steward Baylor KTM 1. Mel Smith Hon or 
2. Blair Jackson KTM 2. Jonathan Philips Kaw 2. John Wilson Hon 
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Oales, Service, Parte 
and Accessories for 


CKM «HONDA POLARIS 


1-800-923-1717 


www.mattocycle.com 


e-mail: offroad@pottsville.infi.net 


No Calories. 
No Fat. 
No Cholesterol. 


NO KIDDING. Our free Consumer Information Catalog serves up over 200 
free and low-cost government booklets you can really sink your teeth into 
Perk up your appetite with subjects like saving money, buying a house, edu- 
cating your children, getting federal benefits, eating right, staying healthy, 
and many more 

So come 'n get it! Whatever your taste, you can feast your-self on the 
free Catalog. It's filled with plenty of satisfying booklets. Just call toll-free 
1-888-8 PUEBLO. 
Or get a bite on the Consumer Information Center website 
www.pueblo.gsa.gov 


A public service of this publication and the 


Consumer Information Center of the US General Services Administration 





THE 
1999 
MOTORCYCLE on your n 
BUYER S GUIDE you can still 


ANNUAL: order it. 


Here’s how. 


Specs, pix and prices for 239 bikes, four comparison tests, seven bike tests, 
features on buying your dream machine (new or used), protecting it once 
you get it, dressing it—and you—up, riding techniques and much more! 


To order direct in the U.S. and Canada, call 1-800-544-6748. Your price will 

be $3.95 plus $2.50 for shipping and handling (in Canada $4.95 plus $3.50). Please 

allow 4 to 6 weeks for delivery. For foreign orders, please call 1-201-451-9420 or write to ISI, 30 
Montgomery Street, Jersey City, NJ 07302, U.S.A. for details. Orders can also be placed by fax at 
1-201-451-5745 or by e-mail at ISIOwwmag.com. 
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start time by the end of the third lap. 
Former SETRA Hare Scrambles champ 
Steven Smith and GNCC Open A cham- 
pion Michael Grizzle were having a close 
battle, until Smith encountered problems 
on lap three and called it a day. 

Ramey saw his race come to an end 
on lap four. "Scott had just passed me 
and | got back around him. | made a 
corner in one of the fields and got 
barbed wire all in my rear wheel. It was 
wrapped up in there bad. That was it. | 
borrowed some cutters from a guy and 
it took me a while to cut it out. So I just 
came back in. It was nasty out there. | 
had a good race up until then. My bike 
ran well. It would have been a good race 
to the finish with Randy and Scott." 

With Ramey out it was just Plessinger 
and Hawkins to the finish. "Me and Scott 
passed each other back and forth a 
bunch of times on that last lap. | would 
get behind a lapped rider in the mud and 
have to take a different line and Scott 








@@ |t Franklin hadn't 
got the wire caught 
in his wheel, 
it would have been 
a good race to 

the finish. 99 











would pass me, then the same would 
happen to him later and | would pass 
him back. If Franklin hadn't got the wire 
caught in his wheel, it would have been 
a good race to the finish. We did some 
suspension testing today, the setup was 
completely different than what we used 
at the Swamp Fox, we are just trying to 
make things better" said Hawkins. 
Plessinger got the checkered flag just a 
few seconds ahead of Hawkins. “l 
caught up with Randy and he said 
Ramey was just ahead. When we 
caught him | noticed he was having 
problems, | found out later it was barbed 
wire. It was too bad. He rode well. | had 
fun, the course was a little fast but it was 
still a pretty good race. l'm just trying to 
get as much riding in as | can to get my 
wrist in shape," Plessinger said. The 
start of the GNCC season is just a 
month or so away. With Gravitt and 
Ramey not finishing this round, that 
pushes Hawkins that much closer to the 
championship. I 





The Champions 














1998 


By Mark Uth 


O 


Trevose, Pennsylvania 1/30/99 


he East Coast Enduro Association laid to rest another fruit- 

ful season, holding their annual awards soiree to honor the 
year’s top enduro and hare scrambles series performers. Held 
at the stately Radisson Inn in Trevose, Pennsylvania, the event 
was heavily attended by association members and numerous 
industry luminaries, highlighted by 1998 national off-road cham- 
pions Mike Lafferty (enduro) and Rodney Smith (GNCC). As is 
the custom, the evening's thrill-packed agenda kicked off with 
static industry displays and a colorful cocktail hour followed by 
a buffet dinner, awards and dancing. Of course, the awards 
portion of the program was the most anticipated and engross- 
ing, ceremonies that officially consummated the 1998 series 
overall champions in enduro and hare scrambles. Trophies were 
awarded to the top three overall finishers in each while the bulk 
of the awards by far encompassed the disbursement of tro- 
phies, awards and contingencies earned by top individual class 
finishers within A and B class ranks. Additional ceremonies 
included disbursement of AA cards 
to riders having earned that status ee 


for the '99 season as well as this year’ S 


achievement certificates acknowl- fete broke 
edging C-rider graduations. 
Regarding accomplishments of some new 


saddlemanship, this years fete terra firma as 


broke some new terra firma as Fred 


Hoess was crowned as the associ- Fred Hoess 
ation’s first ever dual series champi- was crowned 


on, a feat accomplished by earning 

the number one plate in both the as the 
ECEA enduro and hare scrambles a@gsociation’s 
series. Hoess successfully waged j 

his campaign over a whopping 19 first ever 
enduros and 10 hare scrambles i 
events held during 1998, while dual series 
claiming the overall prize at 14 of Champion... 99 
them (11 enduros and three hare 
scrambles). No doubt an accomplishment of Herculean propor- 
tions. In the course of his acceptance speech, Hoess acknowl- 
edged the help of friends and family, most notably his better 
half, Noelle, various team and club mates, supporters and 
sponsors including Bromley Suzuki, Answer, WER, Acerbis, 
Arai, Scott and Michelin. Congratulations to Fred and good luck 
next year. 

Earning the enduro number two plate (as well as second 
overall in hare scrambles) was Bromley KTM/KTM 
Factory/MSR/Spectro/Dunlop/FMF/Arai/Novacare/HRP/Moto 
Tassanari/Hellion/Enduro Engineering sponsored rider Rich 
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Lafferty. Lafferty was never far 


/ ECEA Enduro behind Hoess, giving him a run for 


Championship his money all season long. To say 
Series 1998 that Lafferty is overdue is a gross 
‘Overall ^ understatement. Bolstering the gala 
al bred Hoess Suz surrounding his entourage was his 
#2 Richard Laffety = KIM new family status, having tied the 


eo AM KIM knot with Maria just the week 





















AA | v before, thus appearing for the first 
„1. Graig Shenigo KM time among his riding peers as a 
e , Jack Lafferty Jr. HUS ^ responsible adult (er, sorry Rich). 
I _ Mark Spence Hon H ff hi R ; 

pu | Me Noo van ats off to him. Rounding out the 
iB Mike Slechta Hon enduro series podium was Matto 
non KTM sponsored rider Bill Atkinson. 
E © D Spencer Xam The quiet .RORR rider was in 
a ‘Craig Copeland ™ uncharacteristically festive spirits as 
P Greg Davies Yam he accepted his prize, a well-earned 
te. Mew Hus one at that. Atkinson's champi- 
ino onn peste Kaw ^ onship quest aboard his 250 KTM 
6. Vic Chalow Yam doubt t i f d 
(A ^ Ed MeGal Yam no doubt foretells of uncounte 
98.0) Dan Stoppi Yam A number of ECEA riders earned 
M o Mike bianco | Yam — distinction nationally and interna- 
| A-200 d |; tionally and were so honored. Most 
(1... RobetMohn.'. Kaw | notable among them were ISDE 
2. Joseph Tavani Kaw . medal winners Mike Lafferty and 
p Tin SheppE iau hris Smith (gold), Dn ith an 
4. Rob Kirkpatrick KTM 1 m h (go “4 Drew ayh H 
3 ‘Ed Hamilton Kaw e irchner (silver) an , evin 
6. .. Todd Lockard Kaw Bennett (bronze). In addition to 
pu Todd Quinn Kaw national enduro series champ Mike 
Es Dur p Lafferty, several ECEA riders earned 
ict tic Corbin CY MP 

n P DEN individual class number one plates 
ge | in that series, including Mike Sigety 
(A-250 (A200), Jeff Kirchner (A Veteran), l ROM 
pm Jamie Wright Yam | and Chris Crull (B four-stroke). j : TURN NT 
Z | Rob Aldakimoy, . Yam ^ Finally individual class number one di jt be Four-Stroke 
[o Bob Solomon KTM lat in fh ti | liabilit Exo JU ! S TRUE aen | 
po Chuck Stapleford Kaw acra M = manoma uera ut y 
is Mike Arendasky Kaw enduro series were earned by Mike 
VB Brian Russell Kaw Lafferty (175cc two-stroke) and 
Gh . Jeff Moyer KIM | Chris Smith (250cc four-stroke). 
ae Dan Sharples Yam | QOlub related awards included hon- 
p Eric Pirie Hon SoA 

Woe Bo Gnbble KrM Ors for team finishes and the asso- 
p ciation's top rated enduros. The 
aoe Decne: an Central Jersey Competition Riders 
Du ‘Franke Vanarman KM narrowly edged out the Tri-County 
3 Mrk Hummel Hon Sportsmen for the 1998 team victo- 
4. Jim Landvater = KTM ry, while the Reading Off-Road 
o Al Switzer KIM Riders and Meteor MC won the 
B. George English KTM "Best" and "Most Improved” 
E James Reber- Kaw i 

a Mark Moyer atk . Enduros of 1998, respectively. — 
9 Paul Biting = = KIM After the awards, some folks fil- 
o Rich Kline KIM tered back into the display rooms, 
(10. John Walaszek KIM | while others remained in the ban- 
| A-Four-Stroke |. quet hall for the ECEA's version of 
1. Mike Mchale Yam American Bandstand. In many camps 
„2. Joe Wallace Hon | the party lasted well into the wee 
Ro o ES _ Hon ^ hours of the morning. On our end, 
(4 Marc Grossman Kaw f : 

/5.  Kenzabrsd | Hon | We knew it was time for bed when 


: a Craig Gossaboon Yam Jeff Kirchner challenged Andre the 

|. _Stevelarkin = Yam Giant (a.k.a. 6'7" tall A Open rider 
c uc s e George English) to Wrestlemania 

E . Steve Chapkovich : : : 

Q^ Dau mud Hon 99 in the middle of Fred and 

a : Noelle's suite. Let the games begin! 











eo» 
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A-Veteran 

















4. Dave Maco | Suz 
2 Jim Gunselman . Yam 
3. Mike Beeler Yam 
4. Scott Chapkovich Suz 
5 Eric Koeller - GG 
6. Richard Moyer «Sur 
y John Walter Suz 
8. Ken Law [Hon 
; 9. Mark Uth Hus 
j 10. Bob Moris Su 
DESCR ASenior 6l 
Terme. | Pa t Clifford Tenney SIM 
2 Dave Barlow | Yam) 
m Wayne Fontanazza = KIM | 
4. Chris Nolan Hon 
5. Anthony Tomasello Yam 
6. Kevin Kuenzner Kaw | 
T Bill Atherholt Suz 
8. Kevin Reed | Hon 
9, Chris Munson Suz 
10. Tom Marsh Hon 
A-Super Senior | 
T Jack Lafferty Sr. KIM | 
2. Scott Wolfersberger Yam | 
8. Peter Parlett Hon 
4. Bob Agonis GG 
i5: Richard Trader KTM. 
6. Farrell Lord Kaw 
Bune SERIE Gunn eur 5 Es Ebersole GRE Í 
TONAL ENDURO “SERIES TOP 14 7 oy Fliegauf KTM 
EM 9: George Clickner Kaw | 
10, Rocco Spano Yam 
Masters | 
1 Joe Galle Yam 
2 Robert Hoover Hon 
3. Ed Baker Kaw 
4, Dan Van Driel t EUST 
5 LenRehatchek Kaw | 
Womens Ji ; 
i Jennifer Eyrich Yam 
2. Kathi Cambell Kaw 
B, Meril Compton Kaw, 
B-125 oe 
Gerry Kitts TM. 
RonDecato |. Yam | 
Aaron Kalisher GG. 
Daniel Stoppi Jr Yam 
Randy Loper | | Hon | 
Joe Marchesani | |. Yam | 
Mario Depalma. Suz) 
Steve Brown Siig, 
Dave Sharpe ceed 


Kevin Kumuca  . Kaw | 











Dave Moorehouse Kaw | 


1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
T 
8 
9 
10 
B-200 
d 
2 George Mamounis KIM | 
S 

4 

5 

6 

Ts 

8 

9 

10. 


Wiliam Hess . Kaw | 
Craig Graver |. | KIM | 
George Jensen Kaw | 
John Castaldi Kaw. 
Tim Swarmer Kaw 
George Potts Kaw | 
Rick Lalacoma Co KM 
Bob Martinez Kaw 
B-250 í i ] 
t Mike Tavani Kaw | 
2 BilGibet = = Yam _~ 


gm o Ray McKown Kaw 
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B Veteran 



















$ 


4. Stephen Jamison Hon 
Si Dave Nash Kaw 
6. Jim Shainline Hon 
f Michael Berenbak KTM 
8. Jeff Brown Kaw 
9. Joseph Palecki Yam 
10. Dave McGee Yam 
B-Open 
1. Rod White KTM 
2. George Sigler KTM 
eh Michael Sharp KTM 
4. Eric Aaroe KTM t " À dos i ^ Poit. 
5: Mike Strauss KTM Tri? VPN UC BERS — 
6. Mike Graham Hon S Xa t ANS era 
iis Tim Gallagher KTM 
8. Jim McCullough Kaw 
9. Mike Stoddard Hon 
10. Terry Yiengst KTM 
B-Four-Stroke 
15 Chris Crull Yam 
2 Charles Sullivan Hon 
3. Al Zabroski Hon 
4. Rob Comber Yam 
b? James Bowen Hon 
6. Kraig Baer Hon 
T. Doug Van Horn Hon 
8. Scott Tellone Hon 
9. Chris Thorsen Hon 
10. Brett Jamieson Hus 
B-Veteran 
1. Steve Bromley KTM 
2. Michael Muckelston Kaw 
3. Wade Johnston Suz 
4. Dan Polak Kaw 
5; Jim Aiello KTM 
6. Sean Kinley Suz 
(s Anthony Sutton Kaw 
8. Mark Perry Yam 
9. Todd Fenton Hon 
10. Layne Foulk KTM 
B-Senior 
1. Daniel Compton KTM 
2. Jack Lewis Hon 
3. Eric Hartem Hon 
4. James Devlin Hon 
5. George Bressler Hon 
6. Dennis Mann Kaw 
Tee Barry Punk Kaw 
8. Dave Van Pelt Kaw. 
9. Rich Heisler Hus 
10. Bob Shugart Kaw 
Ü 
B-Super Senior 4 : un 
1 Fred Najork KTM On hand to talk to the crowd and 
2. Jack Lurtsema KTM sign autographs were AMA 
* m ee e D A DA National Enduro Champion Mike 
5. fon Nees m Hare Scrambles B Class 1 : Lafferty and GNCC Overall 





LESE A LEN : Champion Rodney Smith. 


24 TRAIL RIDER/MAY 1999 


1999 OUTLOOK 

Fred Hoess is still up in the 
air as we go to press, although 
everything will probably be 
decided by the time you're 
reading this. Current rumors 
had Hoess possibly again pur- 
suing the National Enduro 
Series title with a new spon- 
sor. The '99 number two plate 
Rich Lafferty is back aboard a 
Bromley KTM sponsored 
250EXC. Could this be the 
year for Richard? We think 
that he's poised for his first 
enduro title. Bill Atkinson will 
also retain his KTM ride, spon- 
sored by Matto Cycle and 
should no doubt give Richard 
(or whoever) plenty of compe- 
tition for the title. The only sur- 
prising move concerns multi- 
time ECEA champ Jack 
Lafferty, Jr. Jack's inked a deal 
with Bromley Suzuki to ride an 
RM250 in the '99 enduro 
series, one that could possible 
foster his return to the winners 
circle for his tenth title. Could 
Slacker Jack's new logo be 
the Phoenix? Stay tuned! i 





*Slacker" Jack shows off a prize picture of an embar- 
rassing moment. 








/ECEA Yearly Totals 


Hare Scrambles 
Championship 
Series 1998 


A200 

is Craig Shenigo KTM 
2: Dale Hiles KTM 
3. Mike Sigety Hus 
A Open 

1. Rich Lafferty KTM 
2; Marc Grossman Kaw 
9 Kevin Bennett Hon 
B200 

1. William Hess Kaw 
2 Lou Robbins Suz 

3. Ron DeCaro Yam 
B Open 

1. Mark Willis Yam 
2. Rob Novotney Hon 
3. Robert Trout Hon 
Four-Stroke 

10) Mike McHale Yam 
Veteran 

1. Mike Beeler Yam 
Senior 

1. James Gunselman Yam 
Super Senior 

il Jack Lafferty Sr. KTM 
2: Tom Ebersole CRE 
3. Rick Trader KTM 





C CYCLE SUSPENSION IS PROUD TO SPONSOR 


KTM 

MSR 

WER 

ARAI 

Moto Tassinari 
Sunstar 

DP Brakes 
FMF Pipes 

Pro Clean 
Spectro Oils | 


Regina 


R.E.R. - New England's Off-Road Powerhouse Dealer 
Open 7 days A Week / Race Support Programs 
Expert ° Sales ° Parts ° Service 
126 Main Street, Monroe, CT 06468-1637 
203-459-1299 Fax 203-452-7930 


R.E.R. MOTOR CITY R 





ACE TEAM 


ll Pat Timothy 
1998 Netra 
Harescrambles 
Grand Champion 


Es Dan Salomone 
= ~ Netra 
AW. (| Harescrambles 
3 w. Expert 
| Josh McLevy 
GNCC 
m. 11th Overall 
j 1997 Netra 
@ Harescrambles 
Grand Champion 


Ken Valentine 
1998 Netra 
Harescrambles 


C Cycle Suspension - New England's Best Choice for 
Off-Road Suspension / Race Support Programs 
Revalving ° Service ° Rebuilds ° Products 
12 Davidson Road, Colchester, CT 06415-1600 
800-867-6721 Web Site www.ccycle.com 
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YZE 250 Parts List 


Braking Oversize Front Disc Kit 





Factory Connection Suspension 
Paioli Forks 

WER Steering Damper 

V-Force Delta reed cage 

E-Line Lighting Coil 

Hinson clutch parts 

13/52 gearing, Regina chain 
Answer Pro-Taper handlebars 


. -— : > r Enduro Engineering handguards 
M a ki ng a SEN 4 — i 4 Works Connection clutch perch 
sweet ee ae FMF Spark Arrestor 

: t 3 ý Works Connection titanium footpegs 
en d uro b | ke i i E-Line carbon fiber guards 
O ut of : ` 3 Technosel Seat Foam (taller) 


IMS 3.2 gallon fuel tank 


Yamaha's 
midweight 
MXer 





eeM | build a bike for 


myself, | only have one 
major objective,” says NETRA 
champion and former AMA National 
Enduro Champion Kevin Hines, “It 
has to win races.” 

You might think that’s a simple 
statement, but you’d probably be 
wrong. We've heard for years that 
winning races is "90 percent rider 
and 10 percent bike" or some varia- 
tion of those numbers, but no one's 
ever computed just how important 
that 10 percent is. Obviously, if your 
bike breaks down it's very important. 
Likewise, if you're riding a ten-year- 
old trail bike against a field full of 
brand-new racing bikes, you'll be at 
a disadvantage. These days, on the 
line at a NETRA enduro, a GNCC, or 
any national event across the coun- 
try, you're lining up against some 
perfect bikes, and to not have your 
own bike fitting like a glove is going 
to put you at the back of the pack. 

"The first thing l'm concerned with 
is the suspension," continued Hines. 
"| want it to be plush. There's no way 
you can survive for the better part of 
a day with your bike beating you. For 
my kind of riding, | turn to Factory 
Connection and have them tune the 
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rear shock and the stock forks, if l'm 
using them. Factory Connection seems 
to have my kind of suspension figured 
out, and | trust them completely with my 
bike. 

"On this bike, I’m using Paioli forks. My 
company, E-Line, imports Paiolis from 
Italy, and I’m convinced they're the best 
fork made. They are infinitely adjustable 
for both rebound and compression 
damping, and made out of the finest 
materials. They work really well on the 
YZ, because the conventional design 


adds a little bit of flex to the package, 
which makes the bike less tiresome in 
long, rocky sections. The YZ and the 
Paiolis really complement each other; | 
found that the forks went on with little 
real hassle, and | had them tuned to 
work in no time." 

Concerning engine work, Hines didn't 
want to take the radical route. "The YZ 
makes good woods power, stock. The 
trick is to make it all controllable." To 
that end, he uses a Moto Tassinari V- 
Force reed cage, an FMF pipe and 





Suspension Service 


by Drew Smith 


ECEA Grand Champion 
Fred Hoess 


Get the best 
suspension 
performance 
possible! 


With over 25 
years of off-road 
suspension tuning 
experience, Drew 
Smith is the best 
choice for your 
next fork and 
shock revalve 


The hest suspension performance at the most reasonahle price. Used by Fred Hoess, 
Chris Smith, Barry Hawk, Mark Spence, Rich Lafferty and Kevin Bennett. 
Fast turnaround and personalized service! 


Same Day Shipping! ° (908)637-6385 


== e 


WER. ° #1 Jenny Jump Ave., * Great Meadows, NJ 07838 

















When we rode the YZE, it was set up for 
rocks. This kind of terrain is no sweat 
on this bike. 


Paioli forks, wrapped with E-Line carbon 
fiber guards, are incredible suspenders. 


Spark arrestor, and that's it. The key mod- 
ification, though, is the addition of an E- 
Line lighting coil along with its 12-ounce 
heavier flywheel. "I get more horsepower 
and a bike that breathes easier with the 
FMF parts and the V-Force reeds, but 
adding the flywheel weight turns the bike 





into a tractor. The powerband is linear, 
easy to ride. Very smooth, and that's what 
you need for control." 

After hearing all these good things, we 
couldn't wait to ride it. Within a half-mile 
of taking over the controls we had to 
agree—the YZ has one sweet motor. 
Hines' bike pulls hard right off idle, and 
winds up to a very strong top end with- 
out any sign of a hitch in the powerband. 
It's easy to control but deceptively fast. 
What does he use to get that power to 
the ground? 

"Well, this bike is jetted to run on a 
50/50 mix of VP Racing Fuel and unlead- 
ed premium pump gas. For oil | use plain 
old Golden Spectro mixed 45-50:1. I’ve 
been using it for years and I’ve never had 
trouble with it. This bike uses 13/52 
gearing, and | don’t know what else to 
tell you. Oh yeah, | do have to say I'm 
really impressed with the stock clutch on 
these YZs. | get great life out of them, 
and Yamaha uses steel plates in it, which 
gives it even more flywheel effect. When 
this stock clutch wears out I'll replace it 
with a Hinson clutch, because they are 
totally bulletproof." 

We rode the bike with Hines' rock 
suspension installed, which worked 
great in the rocks but left a little to be 








Key to the sweet powerband is the © lighi- 
ing coil ignition with its additional 12 
ounces of flywheel weight. 


desired in the sand whoop-de-dos at 
Clarkie’s Wild Ride. "| would set up the 
suspension completely different for 
whoop-de-dos than it is right now. This 
is way too soft." He was right, we could 
hardly ride it in the whoops, but on a 
few rocky, tight trails the bike was right 
at home. "You can't have it all. Guys 
think they can set their bike up one way 
and go race everything, and it isn't true. 
The secret to success in the dirt is 


Right: Hines 
usest the mega-, 
"traction Trelle- 
borg Supermaster 
on his bikes. “You 
can't make this tire spin in 
the rocks!" 















damper keeps the 
front end tracking 
straight. 





knowing exactly 
what the riding is 
going to be like, 
and to be ready 
for it." 

And that pretty much describes this 
bike. Everything is set up right, adjusted 
and dialed. It's a fast machine that any- 
one can ride and be comfortable on. 
Can it win races? You already know the 
answer to that! ll 





LETS BE 


MOTOARCYCL 


PELIFIL. 





E SPECIFI 


cifically designed for all motorcycle applications, Maxum-4 Premium is an 


exclusive blend of petroleum base stocks and advanced anti-wear, anti-shear ad- 


ditives. This formula is blended with extra anti-scuff agents to handle extreme loads 


and peak temperatures in high performance engines. Maxum-4 Premium assures 


viscosity stability, extends engine life and reduces bearing wear on cams, lifters 


and crankshafts along with other critical engine components. Maxum-4 exceeds 


manufacturer's requirements for engine lubrication and is also available in 50% 
synthetic Blend and 100% synthetic Extra formulas. Exceeds A.P.I. SG/CD applications. 


HIGH PERFORMANCE LUBRICANTS & ADDITIVES 
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Trail Test 
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Ped y now, if you're an Open 
class rider, you've either 


considered owning a KTM 300 or 


you've already owned one. If 
records were kept of this sort of 
thing, it would be plain that the 
KTM 300 is the most popular off- 


road Open class bike ever built. 


The reason is fairly simple: 
300cc gets you into the Open 
class without the pain and suffer- 
ing of riding a "real" 500. Every dis- 
trict’s Open class rule defines the 
class as “251cc and up,” and the 
KTM 300 did indeed start its life as 
a smallish 272cc machine in 1985 
or so. It really was nothing more 
than a big 250, and it met with lim- 





ited success before it was replaced by the 
350 two-stroke in 1987. In 1991 the 300 
re-emerged as a full-on 297cc Open class 
bike, but still with somewhat of a 250-ish 
powerband —the additional cc's came out 
as more midrange hit and not much else. 
It was still the mellowest way into the 
Open class, but the pure Open class rid- 
ers still went for the Husky 360 or a con- 
verted Japanese Open class MXer, like 
the Honda CR500 (brave lads, all). 

Finally, in 1997, the 300cc engine was 
updated along with the rest of the KTM 
powerplants and, lo and behold, the 
Mattighofen engineers found some horse- 
power inside that wad of aluminum. 
Those of us who spent time poo-pooing 
the 300 had our heads spun around 
backwards the first time on a '97. No 
longer was the 300 just a "big 250,” it was 
a rocket, mean enough to be a handful in 
the tight woods. For the first time, the seri- 
ous horsepower boys were sitting up and 
taking notice. 


Since then, the 300 has gone through a 
couple of years of refinement, and the '99 
version that we have here is in some ways 
more mellow and manageable, but it still 
has a hackle that will stand straight up if 
you whip it. 

WELL-TUNED INSTRUMENT 

For this model year, the 300 E/XC has 
not lost any of its punch. Moving off from 
a dead stop, you can easily be convinced 
that you're riding a 250, but once it 
warms up you soon find that theres much 
more on tap, all in the midrange. Where 
the 250 builds from idle to the higher-mid 
rpm range in a linear, smooth fashion, the 
300 hits about 4000 rpm and suddenly 
bolts forward in a mad rush. No, it does 
not have a "hitch" in the powerband like a 
badly jetted bike. When the 300 starts 
spinning easily it flat makes horsepower, 
there is no question. 

It can be alarming. We rode the 300 
around the hare scrambles course at 





*Mike Lafferty puts the 300 through its paces on a warm winter afternoon." 
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Clarkie's; a very bumpy, technical NETRA 
event. Short whooped-out straights con- 
nect tight corners or quick sand-pit 
uphills, and whacking the throttle at the 
bottom of a quick uphill would practically 
catapult the 300 up the short sandpit 
mounds, something you'd better be 
ready for lest it also catapult you right over 
the other side and into a swamp. The 250 
E/XC KTM will spin and climb the hill; the 
300 just leaps. 

Then, on the other hand, there's no 
great big difference between the top-end 
response on the two bikes. Upper end 
power remains about the same. So what 
the 300 is good for is any rider who feels 
that a 250 just doesn't have enough 
punch, or someone who wants to get into 
the Open class without committing to the 
raw violence of most 500s or 360s. Also, 
if you're hauling around a fair amount of 
girth the 300 will be exactly what you 
want from a 250— without having to enter 
the 250 class. 
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The older shock spring collars break eas- 
ily. This one is still intact. A loose-fitting 
rubber pipe seal on our bike is covering 
the engine with spoo. 


We ran our test bike with the engine 
dead stock and were pretty much 
pleased with it. We had some com- 


New Brembo brakes stop better than any 
KTM brakes so far. The back brakes have 
proven to be super-strong. 


overall. Suspension action was best in 
"normal" conditions and whoop-de-dos, 





Hard-core KTM racers warn us that the 
stock clutch hose attachment is weak, 
and can be ripped out in nasty conditions. 
Enduro Engineering makes a replacement 
hose connection that is much stronger. 


and though it was slightly harsh in rocks 


and roots, for the average rider it was 
okay. As usual, we'll remind you that 


ments from testers that the jetting 
felt a little rich at the bottom of the 
rev range, but seeing as our test- 
ing mainly took place in the cool to 
bone-chilling cold of the winter, we 
didn't want to risk messing with it 
and sway too far over toward lean. 
When the weather becomes 
warmer we'll probably go one step 
leaner on the pilot (idle) circuit and 
possibly one position leaner on the 
needle. Though not without testing it. 


SOFT LANDING 

The early '99 KTM models— 
ones released in October and 
November of last year — had some 
seriously stiff damping settings in 
the suspension. We heard com- 
plaints from guys who bought 
early and tried the new KTMs in 
the rocks, finding the rear suspen- 
sion especially rigid. KTM quickly 
offered new valving for the rear 
shock that changed it to a better 
feel, but whether it was right for 
the individual rider is still a matter 
of personal preference. Our test 
bike was from the later lot of 
machines with the updated valv- 
ing, and our bike worked fairly well 
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UE 


Engine Type: 
Displacement: 
Bore/Stroke: 
Transmission: 
Gearing: 

Chain: 

Tank Capacity: 
Carburetion: 
Ignition: 

Forks: 

Suspension Travel: 
Front Brake: 

Front Tire: 

Rear Suspension: 
Suspension Travel: 
Rear Brake: 

Rear Tire: 

Seat Height: 
Wheelbase: 
Ground Clearance: 
Claimed Dry Weight: 
Suggested Retail Price: 


Liquid-cooled 2 stroke 
293cc 

172 X 73mm 
Five-speed WR 
14752 

DID o-ring 

12 liters (3.2 gal.) 
Keihin 38 PWK 
Kokusan digital 
WP Extreme 
300mm 

Brembo disc 


Bridgestone 90/90X21 : 


WP PDS 

320mm 

Brembo disc 
Bridgestone 130/80X18 
925mm 

1481mm 

385mm 

228 Ibs. 

$5948 





if you’re going to use it for serious 
racing or are demanding of your 
suspension for comfortable trail 
riding, you'd be best served by 
having the rear shock re-valved by 
someone capable of making the 
stock WP shock work right for 
your terrain. And there are plenty 
of suspension companies doing 
good things with these shocks. 

One thing to Keep an eye on, 
though, is the spring preload 
collar. For reasons we can only 
guess, WP went with a one-piece 
spring collar with a locknut on it. 
The early bikes came across the 
pond with locknuts that were 
improperly made, and most of 
them broke, especially if you tight- 
ened the lock collar more than 
finger-tight. The newer collars 
are fixed, but if you get one that's 
cracked, take it to your KTM 
dealer for a replacement. 

The 300E/XC uses WP Extreme 
forks, and we ran them stock 
through the whole range of condi- 
tions. Generally they work well. 
Most riders will need careful setup 
to match conditions, but these are 
the best forks we've felt on a KTM 


E 


This year's WP Extreme forks are much 
more supple on the rocks, and may be 
fine with just a little tuning. 


in recent memory. They work well in just 
about any terrain, and seem to be sprung 
correctly for our 200-pound-average bod- 
ies. There are suspension tuners who can 
make these forks sing for competition, but 
we'd first suggest that you allow them time 
to break-in and then play with oils, levels 
and clicker settings. You may find them to 
be all that you need, right out of the box. 
And that's a good thing. 


LITTLE THINGS 

KTMs have been known for hard-as-a- 
board seats, in varying degrees, for years. 
The seat on this bike felt good to us— 
firm, with a soft-on-top feel that pleases 
the derriere. Of course, it's our derriere 
that’s doing the feeling, so your comfort 
level may vary. 

KTM's 250/300/380 engines all feature 
a power valve adjuster (there is none on 
the 125/200). Tightening up on the 
adjustment forces the powervalve to open 
later, loosening it up makes it open soon- 
er. A very small adjustment on the screw 
causes a big change in the way the power 
is delivered, so we'd suggest everyone 
take a quiet afternoon and test with it until 
you understand what you get by diddling 
with it. Basically you can make the power 
mellow or fierce, and for going between 
rocky, tight trails one day and motocross 
the next, this can be very handy. 

Our stock odometer lasted 2.8 miles 





The exposed screw is the power valve adjustment, useful for changing the power 
response characteristics for different types of terrain. 


before it quit working. This is actually bet- 
ter than some KTM E/XCs we've tried in 
the past, but still not quite good enough 
for enduros — we'd like to see odometers 
at least get to the 3.0 mile speedo check 
before they stop working. Seriously, KTM 
speedo cables and drives have been 
extremely sensitive for way too long. We 
can probably take everything apart, 
straighten out the problem, and get this 
one working again, but the fact that it's so 
finicky is really annoying. 

The Brembo brakes on the new '99 
KTMs feel stronger and more progressive 
than the old. In fact, the rear brake was 
downright touchy, which is a lot better than 
being downright weak. The new calipers 
use a smaller brake piston that delivers 
better power at the pad. No complaints. 

A redesigned shifting mechanism on 
the new machines is said to improve shift- 
ing and make gear changes more posi- 
tive. Does it work? Well, you know how 
feet are. We never picked up anything 
bad from the shifting on this bike, and our 
feet are too dumb to remember what last 
year's bike felt like. We did notice a good, 
positive feel and no problems with missed 
shifts, so it must be working well. 

New year, new plastic. For '99, the KTM 
plastic department saw fit to design a 
totally new front fender and number plate 
combination that looks very Darth Vader, 
but isn't very practical. Enduro 


Engineering is going to sell a ton of 
enduro scorecard holders, because you 
just can't tape your card to this fender and 
have anyone be able to write on it. Also, 
the side profile has changed just enough 
to ensure that the new "side of the fend- 
er" stickers everyone's making won't fit. 

Once again, the best part of the PDS 
system is that you can put the KTM up on 
a box, remove both the shock bolts, and 
just pull the shock off without even bark- 
ing your knuckles. For maintenance, 
keeping things clean and such, this is a 
great feature. Also, not having linkage and 
bearings is a huge maintenance plus. 

What do people change on the KTM 
300? Roger Billharz, NETRA A Vet hare 
scrambles rider: "| put on an FMF top-end 
pipe and one of their shorty muffers, and 
that really woke up the top-end power. 
The bike has so much bottom that if you 
take some of it away it's no problem. I'll 
adjust the powervalve in or out depending 
on the track or area l'm riding in. The bike 
| have is the M/XC, though. | like it better 
for the close-ratio transmission, although 
on a long straight you can run out of gear- 
ing on the M/XC. With the E/XC, you could 
gear it to do nearly a hundred. | used C- 
Cycle to re-valve the suspension, and they 
really know how to take care of KTM sus- 
penders. Basically, | think the 300 is great; 
it's as light and easy to ride as a 250, but 
you get more bang for your buck." E 
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A typical little ch 


YA ud i ur 
ny decent 


NETRA trail ride: hau 


*stopper." The guy on the far right is Malcolm Smith. 


Hot, tired, but still grinning from ear to ear, 
NETRA enduro Women's class champions 
Paula Stewart and Heidi Landon take a 
break during the Rhody National. 


A little careful line-picking and that 200- 
foot drop is no problem. Trying out the 
Cascades trails in Washington state. 


ae NY 


Tate} 





Freight train down 
the Delaware Sluice. 
No other enduro is 
as well known as 
Delaware is for this 
one little section. 


Last year’s ECEA dual 
champion Fred Hoess slams 
through a small water haz- 
ard the only way he knows 
how —wide open! 


Talk about a gut-busting 
impact. One of the most 
incredible spectating experi- 
ences in New England was 
the World Trials 
Championship round in 
Rhode Island in 1996. 





ProductSharis 





By Mark Uth 


Acerbis DHH Headlight Assembly 


The Acerbis DHH (dual halogen headlamp) headlight assem- 
bly is no doubt the trickest front illuminator to be found on the 
starting line of late. Available in all of the colors we’ve come to 
expect from the Italian plastic manufacturer, as well as Acerbis’ 
ghost (translucent) colors, the DHH is tastefully finished off with 
black accents and a color coordinated number plate backing. 
The DHH mounts up easily to just about any dirt bike, using 
four elastic straps, and provides plenty of room behind the 
headlight shell for routing of cables, mounting of handguards 
and/or time-keeping instrumentation. Performance-wise, the 
DHH is plenty capable, equipped with tungsten halogen bulbs, 
two of them, each rated for 35 watts at 12 volts. To improve 
nighttime vision, one of the bulbs is a pencil beam (10) arc), 
good for straight ahead illumination, while the other has a flood 
reflector (38J arc), for wider viewing of trailside obstacles. The 
50mm O.D. type bulb/reflector units are quite rugged and eas- 
ily changed. However, a clip-on plastic bracket for lens protec- 
tion should help keep roost damage to a minimum. The DHH 
headlight assembly retails for $79 for normal colors and $95 in 


ACERBIS RALLY PRO HANDGUARDS 


Off-road handguards have certainly come a long way and Acerbis' 


s 





x Bee ao T vue B ia a 
ghost trim. Replacement bulbs go for $17 from Acerbis; generic, 
hardware store variety replacements are a bit less where available. 
For more product or ordering info, contact your local dealer or 
Acerbis USA at (619)562-1440. 


Rally Pro handguards are perhaps the pinnacle of that development. 
In a “Feed the Mayonnaise to the Tuna” mentality, Acerbis’ new 
handguard surrounds a sturdy aluminum guard with a hi-impact 
nylon composite injection shell for the ultimate in hand protection. 
No more problems with broken or ripped-off brush deflectors as 
these things are tough as nails. The Rally Pro handguard boasts an 
upgraded mounting system as well, one that includes a trick, 
expanding bolt anchor that works on both aluminum and steel han- 
dlebars. Additionally, there’s a reshaped, low-profile inner handlebar 
clamp that’s easier to get a wrench on and provides less interfer- 
ence with brake hose or clutch cable. As a result, the Rally Pro 
guard mounts up quickly and easily with fewer headaches than just 
about any other. All in all, top quality protection that'll probably outlast the bike on which they're mounted. 
For $80, get them from your dealer or Acerbis USA at (619)562-1440. 


Summers Racing 
Fender Skins 

For years riders have fought the detri- 
mental effects of accumulated mud on 
their bikes, the most common being 
reduced suspension performance due to 
increases in sprung weight. We've heard 
wild claims of 20, 30 or even 50 pounds 
of mud clinging to a motorcycle and sub- 
sequently transforming that crisp turning 
scalpel into a lumbering Exxon Valdez. 
Many tricks have been tried over the 
years —no-stick sprays, duct-taping fender 
undersides, etc., though none proved 
especially effective over the course of a 
long race. 

Fortunately, Scott Summers knows a 
little about mud, having earned his 
stripes in the bogs of Pennsylvania, 
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Ohio, Kentucky and other Midwest 
quagmires. Fender skins were spawned 
as a result of these trials, and provide a 
unique and low maintenance means for 
mud dispersion. How do they work, you 
ask? Fender skins are a sock-like nylon 
skin that fits over your fender, forming a 
fabric barrier that collects mud slung up 
onto the underside of the fender. It then 








manages to shed it off almost as quickly. 
Fender skins mount easily enough, fas- 
tened to the fenders via strips of Velcro. 
There is a drawback with this mounting 
scheme, as you'll probably want an extra 
set of fenders for the Velcro installation. 
While the fender skin itself is removable 
(for washing, etc.), the Velcro strips aren't, 
and they're hardly the prettiest of fender 
adornments. The fender skins should 
prove a boon in hare scrambles and cross 
country racing, although they would con- 
found the mounting of an enduro score- 
card on the front fender. Additionally, we 
question how long they'll actually last in 
some of the briar patches that we ride 
through out here. Get a set of fender skins 
from your dealer, or give a ring to 
Summers Racing at 800-221-9752. B 
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Name: 
Address: 
City: 





Telephone: 


Please Make Checks Payable To: 
114 Perimeter Road-Unit E, Nashua, NH 03063 


For More Information Please Call: 1-800-757-0203 


Come Join Us At The 


? 4999 NH CLASSIC CHARITY TRAIL RIDE 
To Benefit The Cystic Fibrosis Foundation 


JUNE 12 & 13, 1999 


Q $40 Flat Fee 
Q Minimum $75 Pledges Puts You In The DR350SEX Drawing! 


Thanks To Our Generous Suzuki Dealers 


ADVENTURE 
SUZUKI 
Hampton, NH 
(603) 926-9494 


ALPHA SPORTS 
CENTER 
Limerick, ME 
(207) 793-8728 


J 


BETTENCOURTS 

West Bridgewater, 
MA 

(508) 587-1701 


ENTRY FORM 


New Hampshire International Speedway ~ Loudon, NH 












Cystic 
Fibrosis 
Foundation 


BILLERICA 
MOTORSPORTS 
& MARINE 
W. Billerica, MA 
(978) 667-1518 


Cystic Fibrosis Foundation, 


CYCLE WORLD 
Londonderry, NH 
(603) 437-0290 


CYCLES 128 
Beverly, MA 
(978) 927-3400 




















Anne Mumford 
CF Representative & Motorcycle Enthusiast 


CYCLERAMA 
Plaistow, NH 
(603) 382-4334 





DORE'S SPORT 
CENTER 
Dresden, ME 
(207) 737-2044 


MTR RACING 
SUZUKI 
Woonsocket, RI 
(401) 765-2227 


SUZUKI CYCLE 
WORLD 
Oakland, ME 
(207) 465-3710 


MAGAZINE 








DUNN’S 
RECREATIONAL 
CENTER 
Orono, ME 
(207) 827-8794 


BEST CYCLE 
CENTER 
Nashua, NH 
(603) 889-0928 


SUZUKI OF 
SWANSEA 
Swansea, MA 
(508) 675-4125 


HIGH TECH COLOR, INC. ri, New HAMPSHIRE A. 


Digital Prepress Services 





FREEDOM 
CYCLE 
Concord, NH 
(603) 225-2779 


PARKWAY 
CYCLE 
Everett, MA 
(617) 389-7000 


SUZUKI OF 
WESTERN MASS 
Granby, MA 
(413) 467-3499 


NTERMA 





FREEDOM 
HONDA SUZUKI 
Belmont, NH 
(603) 524-6636 


REYNOLDS 
MOTORSPORTS 
Gorham, ME 
(207) 839-5522 


SUZUKI WORLD 
Warwick, RI 
(401) 738-0488 





IONAL SPEEDWAY 


GREATER 
BOSTON 
MOTORSPORTS 
Arlington, MA 
(781) 648-1300 


SCOTT 
MOTORSPORT 
E. Swanzey, NH 
(603) 357-9999 


TRAILBLAZERS 
Tamworth, NH 
(603) 323-7669 
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LAND AIR 
HONDA/SUZUKI 
Essex Junction, VT 
(802) 878-5052 


SKY CYCLE INC. 
Lunenburg, MA 
(978) 345-7360 


TRI-SPORTS 
Topsham, ME 
(207) 729-3328 








MOTORSPORTS 
INTERNATIONAL 
Aubum, MA 
(508) 832-9494 


STREET CYCLES 
Falmouth, ME 
(207) 781-4763 


Thank You 








NETRA Hare Scrambles 


Round 1, Assonet, MA 2/7/99 

C larkie's Wild Ride in February used 
to mean subzero temperatures 

with snow or freezing rain. Those of us 


standing in the pits for the day were sure 


to get frostbite and at least half the riders 





would come down with some form of the 


flu— or better yet, pneumonia. But for the 





past three years the temp hasn't dipped 





below 40 degrees, and not a raindrop or 





snowflake has been seen. 


The warm conditions have meant a 
large turnout of riders, with this year's 
race including just over 240 entrants. 
Twenty-eight Juniors, Minis and Women 
lined up for the 8 a.m. starting time. The 
riders ran three laps of a 6.5-mile course 
that used most of the usual terrain. The 
ground was fairly solid for the early start, 
making the course completely passable. 
The club did throw in three water cross- 
ings and a few hillclimbs and steep 
downhills, but the only rocks the riders 
encountered on the course were just 
before the barrels. 

Taking the Junior class overall was Rob 
Langenback with just over two minutes 
on second place Will Rowe. Rowe fin- 
ished exactly three minutes ahead of third 
place Mike Cimochowski. In the Mini 
class, it was Paul Dellaghelfa taking the 
class win. Dellaghelfa was also the only 
Mini-rider to complete all three laps. 

The Women's class had the most 
impressive ride of the day, by Heidi 
Landon. Landon fouled a plug on the start 
and didn't get going until everyone was 
out of sight. By the end of the first lap, she 
managed to work her way back up into 
first in the Women's class and halfway 
through the rest of the Juniors and Minis, 
only to foul a plug again. Landon once 
again got going at the back of the pack, 
but by the end of the three laps, she not 
only took the Women's class win but also 








Cris “Bubba Dude" Crispin worked his 
way up to second and was in perfect 
position for a win when Decker sunk his 
bike. 
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By Cheri Alix, photos by Mike Bernier 


finished in the top 10 for the race. | won't 
be surprised to see Heidi Landon taking a 
top three finish during this season. 

By the time the Novices got underway, 
the sun was out. The once-frozen ground 
was now becoming full of ruts. Line 
choice would be key in making it around 
the track without getting stuck. Novice- 
125 rider Darren Lutz used his head and 
worked his way to his first overall win. 


Novice 250 rider Jeff Jordan finished sec- 
ond for the day just under one minute 
behind Lutz, earning himself first place in 
the class. 

At 1:00 p.m. the Experts and Amateurs 
lined up for their event. The riders were 
originally scheduled to run seven laps, but 
because of the long lap times and the 
deteriorating track the race was cut down 
to six laps. 


oue to " s. 


E 








Jesse Berthiaume leads Crispin through a 
swill hole. Berthiaume wound up finishing 
second AA behind Decker. 


Twelve AA riders lined up on the front 
row, many for the first time after being pro- 
moted from 1998, such as Chris Panzella, 
Jess Berthiaume, Dennis Decker and DJ 
Lis. There were also some of the usual 
faces—Ken Law, Cris Crispin and Brian 
Lawson. Some of the enduro riders even 
showed up, preparing for the following 
weekend's first enduro (the Snow Run, 
later cancelled for lack of snow). 

But when the flag was dropped it was 
the hare scramblers out in front, led by 
Brian Lawson. Close behind were Brian 
O'Neil, Chris Panzella and Pete Tanner. 

Willow's Motor Sports' Panzella quickly 
lost sight of the leaders when, not one 
minute into the race, his rear brakes 
locked up. "It must have been my master 
cylinder. The brakes were completely 
locked up," said Panzella. "Luckily it hap- 
pened not far from where a friend of mine 
was standing with a tool bag. | just cut the 
brake line. | must have dropped to 30th 
place by the time | got going again.” 

Panzella only made three laps of the 
six-lap event. Not halfway into the fourth 
lap he went off the track and crashed 
hard into some trees. “There was no bod- 
ily injury,” said a disappointed Panzella. 
“So | figured I'd better call it quits before | 
did some damage.” 





Above: Bad luck: Decker pulling out of the 
rut that stopped him on the last lap. 
Right: Paul Dellaghelfa leads the snowy 
Mini race, on his way to the win. 


Lawson, on the other hand, had it wide 
open and came around still in the lead at 
the end of the first lap with twenty sec- 
onds over second place which was now 
held by KTM/Moroni/Bridgestone-backed 
Dennis Decker. Decker was last off the 
line at the start. "I had to kick my bike over 
twice on the line,” said Decker. "But on 
the second turn | went wide on the out- 
Side and passed just about everyone. | 
was fourth over the hili and got two more 
riders at the pit. | actually thought | had 
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the lead until | went through the barrels 
and saw number 6 on the other side of 
the track out in front of me." 

Coming around in third place was 
Razee/KTM/C-Cycle’s Jason  Cayer, 
down another 20 seconds followed by 
Factory Connection's Claxton, O'Neil and 
Jess Berthiaume. 

By the end of the second lap, Lawson 
ran into trouble in the form of large ruts. 
Decker took advantage of his misfortune 
and took over the lead putting another 25 
Seconds on second place, which was 
now held by Cayer. Lawson was down 
another five seconds in third place with 
Some serious heat being put on by 
Putnam Yamaha-backed Berthiaume. 

Cayer closed the gap on Decker and, 
halfway into the race, Decker's lead was 
down to only 20 seconds. Berthiaume had 
now taken over third place but Lawson 
wasn't about to give up, passing 
Berthiaume again just outside the pits. A 
new rider had quickly moved into the pic- 
ture. Taking over the fifth place position 
and moving to within striking distance of 
third place was Cris Crispin. Crispin had 
slowly worked his way up a few positions 
each lap and was not letting up. 








- NT 
Robert Langenback 
took the win ig-the 
Junior race, leading 


from start to finish. : à 





Clarkie's Wild Ride Class Results 


Overall Champion 3. Roger Billharz KTM 
Chris Crispin Hon Expert Senior 

A High Point 1. James Price Yam 
Bob Simeon Hon 2. Chris Fahan Hon 
B High Point 8. Gerry Randall Yam 
Mark Griffin Hon 4. Bob White Hon 
C High Point 5. Glenn Doherty KTM 
Darrren Lutz Hon Amateur 200 

AA 1. Mark Griffin Hon 
1. Cris Crispin Hon 2. Bob Cannon Hon 
2. Dennis Decker KTM 3. Dan White Hon 
3. Jesse Berthiaume Yam 4. Mike Wozniak Kaw 
4. Jason Cayer KTM 5. Scott Federman CRE 
5. Rick Claxton Yam Amateur 250 

Expert 250 1. Warren Plante KIM 
1. Ben Asaff Kaw 2. Steve Poplasky Suz 

2. Robert simeon Hon 3. Jesse Trudeau Kaw 
3. Dan Salomone KTM 4. Troy Pike Kaw 
4. Derrick Carpenter Suz 5. Cody Hallet Hon 
5. Raffi Peterson CRE Amateur Open 

Expert 200 1. Austin Jalbert CRE 


1. Todd Santheson Hon 
2. Denny Anderson Yam 





2. Casey Griswold KTM 
3. Carl Jepson 





3. Steve Formanek Hon 4, Dan Hayes KTM 
4. Everett Maynard Yam 5. Howard Barter Hon 
5. Mike Haas Hon Amateur Four-Stroke 
Expert Vet 1. Gerald Robery Hon 
1. Russ Bain Hon 2. Brian Sebben Yam 
2. John Brown KTM 3. James Simonds 
3. Marty Mears KTM 4. Dave Marinnes Yam 
4. Dave Dzenutis Hon 5. Jason Charbonneau Hon 
5. Chris Simpson Kaw Amateur Vet 
Expert Open 1. Larry Silvia Kaw 
1. Bob North Yam 2. Joe Johnson Hon 
2. Pete Byrne Yam 3. Eric Reinhard KTM 
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4. Dale Wagner 

5. Mike Kraskouskas 
Amatuer Senior 
1. Pat Fogarty 

2. Steve Zdon 

3. Dave Kanney 

4. Rob Young 
Novice 125 

1. Darren Lutz 

2. lvan Chocerek 
3. Justin Clapp 

4. Craig Carpenter 
5. Ken Hosler 
Novice 200 

1. Jerrrod Wheelock 
2. Todd Frias 

3. Andrew Cushing 
4. Chris Walsh 

5. James Menard 
Novice 250 

1. Jeff Jordan 

2. Owen Tirrell 

3. Dan Noble 

4, Kevin Fahey 

5. Chris Souza 


Novice Open 

1. Doug Galley 

2. Peter Smith 

3. Liam Zibell 

4. Bruce Cloney 

5. Richard Zeleznik 
Novice Four-Stroke 
1. Dave Orah 

2. Brian Blyne 

3. Tom Pelletier 


Yam 
Kaw 


Yam 
KTM 
KTM 


Hon 
Hon 
Yam 
Yam 
Hon 


Hon 
Kaw 
Kaw 


KTM 


KTM 
Suz 

Hon 
Kaw 
Yam 


KTM 
KTM 
Kaw 
KTM 
Kaw 


Yam 


Hon 





4, Andy Worrall 
5. Scott Parenham 


Novice Veteran 
1. Stephen Noris 
2. Bob Kelleher 

3. Jeff LaChance 
4. Tom Cooley 

5. Bill Kelly 
Novice Senior 

1. Kevin Quinn 

2. Rob Rowe, Sr 
3. Tom Curtin 

4. Lloyd Parker 

5. Don Zongol 
Masters 

1. Tom Farley 
Junior 

1. Rob Langenback 
2. Will Rowe 

3. Mike Cimochowski 
4. Craig Hamel 

5. Adam Simcock 
Mini 

1. Paul Dellaghelfa 
2. Nick Swistro 

3. Dave Taylor 

4. Jason Johnson 
5. Gary Maglett 
Women 

1. Heidi Landon 

2. Dawn Shayer 
3. Jan Zion 





Hon 


Suz 
CRE 
Suz 
KTM 
Hon 


KTM 
KTM 
Hon 
Kaw 
KTM 


CRE 


Yam 
KTM 
Yam 
KTM 
Hon 


Kaw 
Kaw 
Kaw 
Hon 
Kaw 











Blessed rest: you can bet that this was 
his last trip through the barrels! 


Lawson, Berthiaume and Crispin all hit 
the woods together with Lawson in the 
lead. Lawson hit a rut and went down just 
before the first water crossing allowing 
both Crispin and Berthiaume to get by. 

"Crispin was flying around the course," 
said Berthiaume. "He was definitely the 
fastest rider on the course. | just hung 
with him and rode at his pace. We came 
sailing into the waterhole and | just hit 
some rocks and my bike came right out 
from under me. | was fully submerged in 
the water; | went completely under. My 
head was frozen for the rest of the race." 

The incident set Berthiaume back to 
forth place with Cayer running 15 sec- 
onds ahead in third. Crispin was now in 
second place just 30 seconds behind 
Decker. The four riders held their positions 
for the entire fifth lap and most of the sixth 
and final lap. But, as they say, it ain't over 
‘til it's over. 

“| got tangled up with a lapper not 200 
feet from the barrels and slammed right 
into a rut,” shrugged a disappointed 
Decker. "| went down and Crispin was 
right there to take over the lead. | was just 
getting tired on the last lap and making 
mistakes, taking lines and hitting ruts that 
| would have normally avoided.” 

Decker managed to salvage second 








Heidi Landon started the Women’s race 
late with a fouled plug, but still won the 
class by a large margin. 


overall, down only 25 seconds. Cayer 
also ran into trouble on the final lap. 

"| pulled out to pass a lapper on the out- 
Side. | had the pass and was out in front 
when | looked up to see a large branch,” 
said Cayer. "It slammed into my head and 
knocked me right off my bike. Berthiaume 
was right there and took the opportunity." 

Berthiaume finished third overall with 
Cayer taking fourth. Rounding out the top 








Lost v PANS Qo 
John Brown, second place A Vet class, 
takes a splash of gas late in the race. 


five was Expert 250 rider Ben Asaff. Asaff 
ran as a guest to NETRA, forgoing point 
credit. This left second 250 rider, Robert 
Simeone to take sixth overall for the day 
and the Expert class high point. 

In the Amateur class it was 125 rider 
Mark Griffin taking the overall by complet- 
ing all six laps. The only other two riders to 
complete all six laps were fellow 125 rider 
and second place finisher Bob Cannon, 
and first place 250 rider Warren Plante. IM 
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c Light Enduro 


The Champions 
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Partying with the 
winners in 
New England 





Sturbridge, MA 1/30/99 


Ae: year gone by and a new venue for the annual 
ew England Trail Riders Association awards banquet 
in New England. This year the Ramblers Motorcycle Club 
of Connecticut contracted with the Host Hotel in 
Sturbridge, Massachusetts, to host the annual party. It 
went off well, but not without a few kinks and one ironic 
twist. The main kink was a misunderstanding on the part 
of the hotel of just exactly how much room the NETRA 
people needed, and they wound up booking two large 
groups for the evening, costing our folks the use of a cou- 
ple of meeting rooms, which 
made the Ramblers have to 
scramble to use one big room 
for both the afternoon displays 
and the evening dinner. The 
irony came in the realization 
that the other group meeting 
on Saturday night was the 
Appalachian Mountain Club. 
“AMC meet NETRA...” We 
were lucky to not have a rum- 
ble in the bar that night. 

It all worked out well. The 
Host Hotel was booked 
solid, and some NETRA folks 
even wound up staying in - - 
nearby hotels when they JE Hi 
couldn't get a room. The 
Ramblers put together a wealth of vendor displays in the 
main banquet hall, and started packing the customers in 
at noon on Saturday. There were all sorts of bikes and 
new products to look over, as well as a flea market to 
benefit the NETRA Legal Fund. We seemed to have 
almost as many raffles as attendees this year; with Jerry 
Bernardo raffling off a custom-painted Shoei helmet and 
Moose Offroad with a whole riding outfit. Probably the 
coolest raffle was for the Yamaha YZ of your choice, 
sponsored by the Hoot Owl Hare Scramblers. Also dur- 
ing the afternoon was the NETRA annual meeting, where 
business for the upcoming year was discussed with the 
members. Plenty to do in one day! 
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A Four-Stroke Enduro 
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Jerry Bernardo came out from 
California as the special guest speaker, 
and he didn't fail to exercise his wit on 
the capacity audience. He pointed out 
that since 1993 he'd been doing the 
MotoWorld 2 show in its various forms, 
and that even though the show has 
been canceled after its five-year run, he 
now hosts a weekly on-line Internet 
show at www.motoworld.net. It's a little 
different, compared to watching a TV 
show, but at least you know it's always 
going to be on. Check it out next time 
you're on the Internet. 


was the big winners. Pat Timothy 
charged out of the gate last year at 
Lembo Lake and never backed off, and 
took the hare scrambles championship 
in spite of the most intense year of 
competition so far. Kevin Hines had a 
battle on his hands in 1998, but he 
wanted to repeat his enduro champi- 
onship win of 1995 and, in spite of 
strong competition from Jason Cayer 
and Jerry Madore, he did it. 

The Junior classes had their day as 
well, and a sufficient fuss was made 
over Jesse Berthiaume and Scott 


bles champ Pat Timothy with 
sponsors Craig Seekins of C-Cycle Suspen- 





Aas 


DeCosta, the Junior and Mini Enduro sion and Rick Erickson of RER Motor City. 


The big news of the night, though, 





NETRA Award Winners Enduro 





Top Ten Overall B Bantam 2. Scott Petrino KTM 
1. Kevin Hines YZE 1. Mark Bouvier KTM 3. Daniel Webster Kaw 
2. Jason Cayer CRE 2. David Harris KTM C Light 
3. Jerry Madore Yam 3. Anthony Fabiano KTM 1. Chris Bitgood CRE 
4. Bob White CRE 4. Doug Douchette Kaw 2. Frank Frey Jr. Kaw 
5. Rick Claxton CRE 5. Mark Beauregard KTM € Heavy 
6. Dave Carlson Jr. Hon 6. Jon Larabee KIM 1. Doug Simone KIM 
7. James Kelly Hus 7. Cory Borovicka Hus 2. Erik Jarvas KTM 
8. Pete Tanner KTM B Light i ý 
E 9. Hans Neff KTM 1. Bob Stadler Hus Ciroun Stroko 
10. Kemp Stewart Hus 2. Alan Ross KTM 1. David Oram Hon 
AA Class 8. Eric Landon Kaw a EE rad 
1. Jason Cayer KTM 4, Brandon Lee KTM ; 
2. Jerry Madore Yam 5. John Cardozo KTM C Veteran 
8. Bob White CRE 6. John DeSimone ATK 1. Don Schucht Suz 
4, Rick Claxton GRE 7. Scott Hoginski ^ CRE 2. Chris Singer KTM 
5. Hans Neff KTM B Heavy 3: Nick Destito KTM 
6. James Burns Hbg 4. Pat Armstrong CRE 4. David Simmons KTM 
A Bantam 2. Peter Vanryswood KTM S meyan Eene ABS 
1. Pete Tanner KTM 3. Mike Stone Hon C Senior — 
2. Dean Olsen KTM 4, James Copeland KTM 1. Jeff Fluckiger KTM 
3. Darrell Szlachetka KTM B Four-Stroke 2. Charles Kennedy ^ Suz 
4. Steve Antoniou Kaw 4. dames Price Hon 3. Hal Cardozo KTM 
5. Neil Dennett KTM 2. Rick Sagun Hon 4, Francis Bauer Jr. Hon 
A Light 3. Austin Jalbert Hon x P EM 
1. Kemp Stewart Hus 4. John Considine Hus ; 
2. James Kelly Hus B Veteran Senon Enduro Trail Bosses 
3. Mike Nash CRE' a ACD) 
4, James Cooney Hon E BE bs ex Al Hout, Darrell Szlachetka, Ken 
5. Raffi Peterson ORE 3. Ronald Smith CRE Foster, John Monahan, Glen Bauer, 
A Heavy 4. Seward Ogden KIM Ed Spear, King Philip, Jim Copeland 
1. Dave Carlson Jr. Hon 5. James Silva KTM P e some? np ff 
2. Bill Sironen KTM 6. Jeff Cote KTM O Ara ee AAYA OSS UL 
3. Jim Mitchell Hon 7. Kevin Corbeil KIM dT 
! A Four-Stroke B Senior PEUT 
i 1. Bill Drummey Hon 1, Bob Foster Hon Tim Dinge, Karen Whittier 
A Veteran 2. Peter Anania Hon Berkshire Mudslinger 
1. Fred Goldberg Hon 3. Ronald Pratt Kaw David Kelley 
2. Geoff Wurlitzer CRE 4. David Mathisen Hus Greylock 
8. David Kelley KTM Super Senior Daniel Cowan 
4. Kenny Held Suz 1. Gordon Razee Hon Mohawk 
5. Mike Kelley Suz 2. Keith Goodell CRE Ed Bishop, Glen Giumarra 
A Senior 3. Paul Lussier KTM Cockaponset 
1. Gerald Randall Yam Women Doug Douchette, Steve Sheppard 
2. James Stoddard KTM 1. Dawn Silvia Kaw Black & Blue 
8. Bill Johnson Hon 2. Paula Stewart KTM Mike Kaminski, Bob Kamay 
4. Irving Witkop KTM C Overall Broken Peg 
5. Rodger Rodrigue KTM David Simmons KIM EUNERNES 
B Overall C Bantam NETRA Enduro School 
1. David Harris KTM 1. Heidi Landon Kaw Mitch Frazier 


Junior Enduro Grand Champion 


Jesse Berthiaume Yam 
Mini Enduro Grand Champion 
Scott DeCosta Yam 


Junior Enduro 


1. Jesse Berthiaume Yam 
2. Robert Langenback Yam 
3. Justin Tucker Yam 
4. Adam Aborn Yam 
5. Greg Hamel Kaw. 
6. Mike Hardick Hon 
7. Ken Hawk Kaw 
8. Michael Cimochowski Hon 
9, Nick Ceurvels Suz 
10. Nathan Kanney Suz 
Mini Enduro 

1. Scott DeCosta Kaw 


2. Sean Mullaney Kaw 
3. Bradley Hayden Yam 
4. T.J. Swistro Yam 
5. Tim Langenback Hon 
6. Adam Simcock Hon 
7. Ryan Pytko Kaw 
8. Nick Fogarty Kaw 
9. Eric Koehler Kaw 
10. Curran Orlowski Suz 


Junior Enduro Trail Bosses 
Clarkie's Wild Ride 

Drew & Don Carpenter 
William Phelan Memorial 
Rob Phelan 

CATRA 

Danny Young 

Dam Good 

Bill DeFrancesco 

Fire Cracker 

Mark Rivard 

Berkshire 

Skip Orlowski 

Knox 

Matt Girouard, Sean Stopa 
Salmon Run 

Heidi Landon, Randy McCann 
Steerage Rock 

Kenneth Hardick 

Clarkie's Wild Ride II 

Gordie Coyle, Danny Carpenter, Jeff 
Bauer, Jack Frost, Bob Foster 


TRAIL RIDER/MAY 1999 45 








| fog WNN 


Bren Moran Award winner Don Cutler, with Ken Law of the 
and sponsor Pete Tanner of Razee’s Motorcycles. Hoot Owl Hare Scramblers. 








Grand Champions, respectively. 66 Rowe. Nathan Kanney was the winner of 
Berthiaume had a good share of prizes, Someone would have the Junior hare scrambles series. 

. n g e " D ' n " 
Do EU MM ndgseat eH ped: NETTES DE 
received before switching to the adult to find out Landon has been winning the Women's 
class in hare scrambles. There, he won otherwise, but we think class in enduros for a couple of years 
the 200cc class overall, and rode fast now, and decided last year to take on a 








enough to finish fifth overall in the hare this IS the first time bigger challenge. She rode the C 
scrambles series. Scott DeCosta, on the a woman has wona Bantam class all season, and finished up 
other hand, came close to winning the the year by convincingly winning the 
Mini class in the hare scrambles series as regular class class. Someone would have to dig deep 


well, ultimately finishing second to Wiliam Championship in NETRA9 inold recards to find out otherwise, but 


( NETRA Award Winners Hare Scrambles ) 











Top Ten Overall 250cc 2. Frank Wortmann KTM 8. Ryan Sheehan Hon 
1. Pat Timothy Kaw 1. D.J. Lis Hus 3. Steve Kanya KTM 9. Paul Dellaghelfa Hon 
2. Tom Norton Yam 2. David Simcock CRE 4. Robert Larson Hon 10. Dusty Hart Yam 
3. Ken Valentine KTM 3. Dennis Decker KTM 5. Robert White CRE Women 
4, Luke McNeil Yam 4. Jeff Staples Yam 6. David Kanney KIM 1. Heidi Landon Kaw 
5. Jesse Berthiaume Yam 5. Chris Cramer Kaw 7. Gerald Randall Yam 2. Dawn Silvia Kaw 
6. Brian Lawson Yam 6. Justin Provencal Kaw 8. Russell Waters Kaw 3. Dawn Shayer Kaw 
T. Kenny Law Yam 7. David Clark Hon 9. Bob Santheson Yam 4. Brandi Vaughan Kaw 
8. Josh McLevy Hon 8. Matthew Jalbert = KTM 10. Norm Hebert Hon 5, Jennifer Krause Kaw 
9. Chris Panzella Yam 9. Josh Hackett Hon Four-Stroke 6. Bev Simcock Suz 
10. D.J.Lis Hus 10. Joe Senecal Yam 1. Stace Ames Hon Haro Scramblas Trail Bosses 
AA Class Open 2. Brian Sebben Yam Clarkie's Wild Ride 
1. Pat Timothy Kaw 1. Chris Panzella Yam 3. Jim Walsh Suz Edward Spear, Gordie Coyle 
2. Tom Norton Yam 2. Dan Salomone KTM 4. John Merola KIM Lembo Lake 
3. Ken Valentine KTM 3. Lorne Goralnick Yam 5. Jason Charbonneau Hon Alex Snoop 
4. Luke McNeil Yam 4, Pete Byrne Yam Junior Hoot Ow! 
5. Brain Lawson Yam 5. Casey Griswold KIM 1. Nathan Kanney Suz Randy Law 
6. Kenny Law Yam 6. Robert North Yam 2. Ryan Dellaghelfa Yam Dam Good 
7. Arthur Menzel Kaw 7. Doug Fox Hon 3. Robert Langenback Yam Layne & Donna Dutlinger, Eric 
8. Josh McLevy Hon 8. John Brown KTM 4, Derek Waters Yam Anderson 
9. Brian Tucker KTM 9. Roger Billharz KTM 5. Justin Tucker Yam Connecticut State 
10. Brian O'Neil Kaw Veteran 6. John Moore Yam Steve Formanek 
200cc 1. Craig Pratt Suz 7. Adam Aborn Yam Greylock 
1. Jesse Berthiaume Yam 2. Mark White Suz 8. Brian Choquette Jr. Yam Dave Sweeney 
2. Cris Crispin Hon 3. Robert Carlson Suz 9. Brian Ciccariello Hon Hoot Owl Il 
8. Bob Santheson Hon 4. David Dzenutis Hon 10. Jesse Berthiaume Yam Mark Jolley 
4. Nathan Kanney Suz 5. Marty Mears Kaw Mini Salmon Run 
5. Denny Anderson Kaw 6. Scott Raymond Kaw 1. William Rowe KTM Pam McCann, Harold Clark 
6. Keith Callahan Hon 7. Chris Simpson Kaw 2. Scott DeCosta Kaw Rocky Mountain 
7. Drew Carpenter Suz 8. Martin Griff Yam 3. Sean Mullaney Hon Tom Levesque 
8. Steve Formanek Jr. KTM 9. Art Randolph Yam 4. Adam Simcock Hon State Line 
9. Mark Burdick KTM 10. Todd dabkowski Hon 5. Tim Langenback Hon Harold Bowen 
10. Brett Costello Yam Senior 6. John Landy Kaw Clarkie's Wild Ride II 

1. Chris Fahan Hon 7. T.J. Swistro Yam Erick Dahl, Jeff Bauer 
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ENDURO ENGINEERING 


517-393-2421 
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'98 KTM 125-200 
Case Guard 
$19.95 


Route 28, Junct. of 106 We're Open: 
West Bridgewater Center, MA A Weekly 9 a.m. -- 8 p.m. 
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we think this is the first time a woman 
has won a regular class championship in 
NETRA. Great job, Heidi! Landon also 
won the Women's class in the NETRA 
hare scrambles series for 1998. 

Special awards this year included the 
Enduro Pit Person award for Scott Neff, 
and the Hare Scrambles Pit Person award 
for Richard Timothy. The Bren Moran 
Award, for uncompromising dedication to 
the perpetuation of off-road motorcycling, 
went to long-time NETRA supporter Don 
Cutler. Cutler is a former NETRA enduro 
series champion, winning it in 1965 on a 
Triumph, and in 1970 once again on an 
Ossa. Many of us remember Cutler for his 
role in early Six Days riding for the Spanish 
Ossa marque, and also for his develop- 
ment work on the Yankee motorcycle 
from the same era. It was an honor to 
have him at the banquet this year. 








Well, we wrapped up the awards in 
record time this year, and adjourned to 
the bar to deliberate the proceedings, 
and all agreed it was a great night for a 
fine year of competition. And not a 
moment too soon, since both the hare 
scrambles and enduro season kicked off 
over the next two weekends. Many 
thanks to the Connecticut Ramblers for 
a banquet and awards well done, and 
also thanks to Jerry Bernardo and Fah-Q 
Racing for the helmet raffle to benefit the 
NETRA Legal Fund, and also to Moose 
Offroad for the gear raffle to benefit the 
same cause. Between the two of them, 
$1100 was raised for the fund. 

Keep watching Trail Rider Magazine for 
coverage of the Moose/NETRA Hare 
Scrambles and Enduro Championship 
Series this year, and we'll see you in the 
woods! IB 


RidingnlVlike 


by Mike Lafferty 


Mastering Soft Sand 








eep, soft sand is one kind of terrain 
that can really stop you dead if you 
|| don't watch what you're doing. 
df} Whether it's uphill, downhill or level, the 
j technique remains about the same, 
ly and it's really very simple. The hard part 
f is you have to be aggressive in sand. 
wr You have to stay on the gas and not let 
Wt the power bog no matter what hap- 
pens, and to most riders that's the hardest part. 

For the photos we used an uphill section of sugar sand, just 
as loose as we could find. If it was raining and soaking wet, 
the sand would have been a little firmer and riding it wouldn't 
be much of a problem. But when the sand isn't loaded with 
water it is way soft, and the only difference in the summer is 
that this section would be dusty as well. 

Coming out of the turn at the bottom I'm almost stopped, 
So there's no chance of just getting back on the seat and rid- 







Coming out of the turn I look up, pick a line and get into an 
aggressive position. | know I have to gas it up this rise, no 
fooling around. 


ing up it. In this case, | shift my weight to the back of the seat 
to lighten the front end and give the back end the best 
chance for traction. | try to get lined up on the line | want to 
take up the hill, or, at least, | aim the front wheel in the direc- 
tion | hope to go and then pull the trigger. You don't want to 
crank it wide open and leave it there, but get the engine spin- 
ning up on the torque peak, which might be three-quarters 
throttle or so. 

With the power on, the front end wants to lift, which makes 
it even harder to steer in the direction you want. However, if 
you chop the throttle the front wheel will knife into the sand, 
forward motion will stop, and you'll either fall over or bog 
down right there. This is where aggression comes in. Keep 
the throttle on and work with the front end—oversteer it 
inside of the line you want, so if it pushes out you have a lit- 
tle leeway. If it continues to push out, drag the toe of your 
inside foot to help claw the front end back, but don't put a lot 
of weight on that foot! If you put all your weight on that inside 








In the fat part of the powerband, the bike drives forward but it 
wants to walk out to the left. No problem, | weight the left peg 
and use my body weight to stop it from moving out any farther. 
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Usea Bys 
‘Randy Hawkins 
e Rodney Smith 
‘Steve Hatch 
‘Paul Edmondson 
*Scott Plessinger 
*Jason Dahners 














*Fred Andrews 





Other Products Available 


* Lighting Coil $79-$159 
*Skid Plates $32-$55 
Chain Guides $39-$40 
Kick Stands $40-$59 
* Torque Pipes $174-$224 





USA/CANADA 
1-800-800-2363 


OUTSIDE USA 
3850 Pioneer Rd. 
1-541-535-4896 Medford, OR 97501 


Coming 
Next Month 


All the news from 


DAYTONA 


including 
Rounds One & Two 
of the GNCC, 
the Alligator Enduro, 
and more! 
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If the bike wags to the right, | do the 
same thing on the right side to keep it 
from going too far. All the while, staying 
on the throttle keeps the bike driving 
forward. 


foot you will have no weight left to steer 
the bike, and the back end might walk 
out and spin the bike all the way 
around, back the way you came. If you 
lose balance and drop all your weight 
on the back fender the bike might catch 
traction and stand straight up. 

So, you have to give yourself a lot of 
room —let the bike walk to the outside 
if it needs to — keep the throttle on and 
"muscle" the bike into the right line. 
Once forward traction comes, and 
you're pointed in the right direction, 
then it's just a matter of "chasing" the 
spinning back tire to keep the bike 
pointed up the hill. If the bike moves to 
the left, put more weight on the left 
peg. If it moves to the right, weight the 
right peg. Some guys swear that 
"wagging" the handlebars back and 
forth a little bit keeps the front wheel 
from plowing, and that might be true 
in some circumstances and with some 
tires. With real sand tires it's not so 
much of a problem. With rock tires 











Coming down it's still necessary to 
keep the front end way light by keeping 
my weight back and the throttle on 
slightly. This is what happens if | just 
touch the front brake. Not good! Keep it 
light and stay on top of the sand. 


you might need an army to keep that 
front tire from plowing! 

There's another photo of me coming 
down a sand hill, and with this photo it's 
a lot easier to understand the cause 
and effect of the above. All | did was 
touch the front brake, very lightly, and 
as you can see l'm about to eat it, big 
time. Staying on the gas keeps the front 
end light, so uphill or downhill you have 
to stay on the gas—or at least not be 
engine-braking with the rear wheel— 
keep your weight off the front and steer 
with body English (since the front end is 
too light to steer properly). 

If you try all the above and feel like you 
ought to join a gym, well, | wouldn't 
argue with you. Upper body strength is 
key when you’re wrestling with a 250- 
pound bike in deep sand, and good aer- 
obic conditioning will keep the huffing 
and puffing to a minimum. Get strong, 
get aggressive, stay on the gas and light 
on the front end, and practice. It gets 
easier as you gain experience. IH 


CycleSurgeon 


by Dr. Steve Augustine 


The ACL injury 












he topic for this month's article is, 
as Clipper puts it, "the dreaded 
"three letter injury.” ACL stands for anterior 
cruciate ligament. This ligament receives a lot of 
attention in the media because it is so commonly 
injured in athletes. You may recall that this is the same ligament 
Jerry Rice from the 49ers and Rob Woodson from the Steelers 
had torn. In the past this was a career-ending injury, but with 
today's surgical techniques many athletes return to play with- 
out problems. In fact, Woodson came back at the end of the 
season to play in the Super Bowl. Returning too soon may 
have its problems, however. Jerry Rice fractured his patella 
when he came back after three months. The portion of his 
patella (Knee cap) where the surgeons took part of the bone for 
his substitute ACL probably didn't heal enough to withstand 
the forces he put on it during playing. 

This doesn't mean if you tear your ACL at the first race of the 
season you'll be racing for top points at the end of the season. 
For the average recreational athlete it usually takes about six to 
nine months to return to full sports activity. Professional au 
letes are pushed to return earlier to competi- 


Ligaments help to stabilize your joints by preventing too much 
motion during activity. Without them, every time you tried to run 
your knee could dislocate. Fortunately that doesn't happen 
because other things, like your muscles and tendons, as well 
as the shape of the ends of your bones also help to stabilize 
your joints. 

So if you tear your ACL your knee won't dislocate, but it will 
feel like it’s out of place and give out or buckle under when you 
try to use it, especially during running, jumping, twisting or 
deceleration (going down stairs or stopping while running) 
activities. The ACL functions to keep the knee joint surfaces 
(cartilage ends of the bones) aligned during bending of your 
knee by preventing your lower leg bone, or tibia, from moving 
forward from the thigh bone, or femur. When your ACL is torn, 
the ends of the bones on each side of the joint don't match up, 
and this causes them to wear down. This is what is called 
arthritis. It happens as we age, from years of wear and tear on 
our knees, but the wear-down happens much faster when the 
joint is not aligned. So if you try to use a knee without an ACL 
you could end up having a knee like an 80 year old when you're 
only 40. With an ACL torn knee, the risk of 





tion, mostly for monetary and contractual 
reasons. So unless you're Summers, 
McGrath or Lafferty, it's probably not as 
important for you to push the envelope to 
return as rapidly. These guys have a lot of 
pressure on them to perform. 

You also have to remember that these pro- 
fessional athletes are in incredible physical 
condition to begin with and are able to reha- 
bilitate at a faster rate than most people. | 
know it's hard to swallow, but most of us who 
ride on Sundays are probably not in top 
physical condition even though we all think 
we are. | know l'm not in shape because 
every race some guy with a physique like 








getting a meniscal (padding between the 
bones in the knee) tear also goes up. 

In summary, a torn ACL can cause early 
arthritis, meniscal tears and hampers stable 
function in the knee. It is important to 
remember that, once your ACL has been 
damaged, your knee will never be the same 
as your original parts. But if surgery allows 
you to continue to be active, that's what 
counts. There is no guarantee, even with the 
best surgery, that your knee will function 
normally the rest of your life, but with mod- 
ern surgery the results of reconstruction 
have been good and many athletes return to 
their sports. 





Santa Claus passes me and doesn't even 
look winded. All that aside, for the average 
athlete an ACL injury is not the end of your 
riding years, so don't sell your bike if it hap- 
pens to you. With surgical reconstruction and 
a good rehabilitation program you'll be out 
there riding again in no time. 

| also don't want you to think that everyone 
who tears their ACL has to have surgery. 
There are many factors that go in to the deci- 
sion-making process to determine if surgery 
is needed, but we'll get to that later. 

First, a little background. A ligament is a strong 
band of connective tissue that connects one 
bone to another at your joints (Figs. 1a and 1b). 








The ACL usually tears during sports that 
require a lot of starting, stopping, jumping 
and cutting. It is most common in basket- 
ball, soccer, skiing and football, but can 
happen in any sport where the knee is 
stressed or twisted. These same types of 
motions occur during riding if you try to bal- 
ance the bike by sticking your leg out when 
taking a berm or stopping a crash. Twisting 
motions can happen when you catch your 
boot in some nasty roots or a rut. The ACL 
can also tear in contact injuries, like a direct 
blow to the knee as it hits the ground during 
a crash or a tree, when you corner it too 
tightly. No studies have been done to see 
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how common this injury is in dirt riding. | can only speculate 
that it does happen to riders, considering the high demands 
placed on the knee during races. 

People who tear their ACL usually hear or feel a "pop" or 
"snap" in the knee. The knee swells with blood within hours. If 
the ligament is completely torn it is difficult and painful to walk 
on that knee and that person won't be able to continue com- 
peting. Sometimes the ACL is only sprained or partially torn. 
These people may not realize their injury until the next day 
when the knee "gives way" while trying to walk 
or run. People with sprains or partial tears are 
the ones who may not need surgery. After the 
initial pain and swelling resolve, they begin a 
physical therapy program to strengthen and 
stretch certain muscles as well as to regain full 
motion of the knee. Bracing is sometimes used 
to provide extra stability and is usually only worn 
while participating in sports. If the person con- 
tinues to have instability in the knee after thera- 
py and bracing, then surgery is considered even 
if the ACL is only partially torn. 

If you think you may have torn your ACL 
you should ice the knee right away and keep 




















you're having with your knee ("locking up" or "giving out"), 
X-rays, an examination of your knee, in which you'll be 
asked to perform certain maneuvers, and an M.R.I. test. An 
X-ray can only show bone, but the M.R.l. can show bones, 
ligaments, tendons, cartilage and meniscal injuries. 

Occasionally it is difficult to make the diagnosis and some- 
times it is necessary to perform an examination of your knee 
while under anesthesia so that your muscles relax and the 
exam is painless. While under anesthesia, arthroscopy (in 
which a small camera is put into the knee) can 
also be done to help make the diagnosis of an 
ACL tear and the reconstruction can then be 
done at the same time or at a later date. 
Arthroscopy also lets the surgeon look at your 
cartilage and menisci for injuries. Before you get 
put under, you and the doctor will have to make 
a decision whether to fix the ACL, if it is found to 
be torn. 

The decision-making process of whether or 
not to fix your ACL is based on many factors. 
The final decision is made on an individual basis. 
It depends on your age, how recent the injury is, 
how unstable your knee feels, if it is a complete 








your weight off of it. Go to the emergency 
room to get checked out. 
They will probably get X- 
rays to make sure you 
didn't break anything and 


Bone 
give you a brace with crutches. You should see an ortho- 
pedic surgeon for evaluation. The diagnosis of an ACL tear 
is made by the history of your injury, what kind of symptoms 










Tendon 





The 1999 2-stroke KTM Sportmotorcyles: SX, E/XC and M/XC 


Used 
Used 
New 
New 
New 
New 


Aldo's Harley-Davidson / 
KTM Sportcycles 


'96 250SX 
‘97 250SX 
‘96 250SX 
‘98 380EXC 
'99 200MXC - 
‘99 250SX 


- $2,295 
- $2,695 
- $4,195 
- $5,895 
$5,100 
- $5,300 


SPORTMOTORCYCLES 


Routes 5 & 10, 203 South St. 
Bernardston, MA. 01337 
(413) 648-9302 








or partial tear, if there are associated injuries 
(other ligaments, cartilage or 
meniscal tears) and what your 
expectations are. If you have a 
Bone complete ACL tear, but are willing 
to change your lifestyle and avoid certain activities that put your 
knee at risk of further injury, then rehabilitation and bracing may 
be right for you. 

Changing your activities may be harder than you think— 
imagine not being able to ride! Scary thought, | know. 
Rehabilitation and bracing can also work for people with par- 
tial tears. Even if you give up sports that put your knee at risk, 
rehab and brace your knee, you may still need surgery later if 
your knee continues to feel unstable or gives out, or if there 
are other injuries besides the ACL, such as a meniscal tear. 
I’m not saying you can’t function with rehab and bracing, 
because some people do continue to play sports without an 
ACL. It is just not the norm. The bottom line is, if you are an 
active person and want to continue to be, then surgery is the 
choice for you. It is very unlikely you'll be able to return to full 
active sports without an ACL and the risk of further injury to 
your knee is high. Without the ACL your knee is malaligned 
during motion. This puts it at risk for other injuries and early 
arthritis. The surgeon will present you all the information 
about your injury. Be sure to ask questions so you can make 
an informed decision. 

Surgery is done once the initial swelling goes down and 
strength and motion return in the knee. This usually takes 
about four weeks. The operation can be postponed until a con- 
venient time (school break or vacation from work). A delay of 
several months is not a problem as long as you avoid activities 
that might cause further injury to the knee. A brace is usually 
worn during that time for protection. This also gives you time to 
strengthen your muscles and get your motion back, which 
makes rehab after surgery much easier. Most professional ath- 
letes have surgery within 24 hours of their ACL tear, before 
inflammation sets in and because of the need to return to the 
sport quickly. 

Reconstruction of your ACL is usually done with an arthro- 


—* 





Scope and requires a graft (substitute tis- 
sue). Grafts can come from your own 
body or from a cadaver. The graft is used 
to replace your torn ACL and can be all 
tendon or tendon and bone (Figs. 2a and 
2b). You'll have to talk to your doctor 
about which one is right for you. The graft 
is passed into your knee through tunnels 
that are drilled in the bone above and 
below the joint (Fig. 3). The graft is fixed in 
place with different types of screws, some 
of them are even absorbed by the body in 
time. Injuries to your cartilage or menisci 
are also taken care of at this time. This is 
just a basic look at the procedure, believe 
me, its not as simple as it sounds. 
Surgery usually takes about one and a 
half hours and you can usually go home 
the same day. 














vent abnormal motion that may cause 


injury. There is some evidence that func- 


tional braces can assist in protecting 


against injury in low demand activities. 
Prophylactic braces may help decrease 
injuries for certain players in certain 
sports positions such as football line- 
men, however their use is controversial. 
For high-demand activities like cutting, 


twisting, jumping or in certain contact sit- 


uations, no brace can prevent injury. No 
brace can take the place of good reha- 
bilitation. If you injure your knee, rehab 


with strengthening and stretching has to 
be a lifelong commitment. There are hun- 
dreds of braces out on the market and it 
can be confusing as to which one to use. 
Talk to your orthopedic surgeon to see if 
a brace is right for you and which one 
would best suit your needs. 

ACL injuries are a complex issue, and 
it would take at least 50 pages to cover 
the bases. Nobody wants to read that 
much and | don't want to write that 
much. We both have more important 
things to do—like go ride! IN 








Now you're 
ready for a rehab 
program and 
again there is no 
Set protocol. Your 
doctor will dis- 
cuss details of 
the rehab pro- 
gram specific to 
your needs. 

Another issue 
related to this 
topic is bracing. 
Knee braces run the gamut from simple 
neoprene sleeves to costly custom 
devices (Fig. 4). The primary functions of 
braces include protection, support, com- 
pression, limitation of motion and immo- 
bilization. Each brace may do some or all 
of these functions. Immediately after an 
injury, a brace can help reduce pain, 
swelling and inflammation. The brace 
puts the joint at rest by limiting motion, 
compression and adding stability. There 
are functional braces (used after an injury 
or surgery) and prophylactic braces 
(designed to prevent injuries). These 
braces have hinges in them to help pre- 
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KO í 
In Pai 


By Blane Chambers 


loha from the beautiful state 

of Hawaii. Home of the hula, 
white sand beaches, stunning 
sunsets, and some of the best 
trail riding on the planet. That's 
right. Trail riding in Hawaii is alive 
and well with miles and miles of 
the most beautiful terrain you 
could imagine. 

The state of Hawaii is a chain of 
islands, reefs and shoals stretch- 
ing over 1,523 miles of the Pacific 
Ocean. There are eight major 
islands and four of them have 
good trail riding: Kauai, Oahu, 
Maui and the Big Island of Hawaii. 
These islands have enough trails 
to keep any rider happy. 

Climate: Hawaii, with its mild 
temperatures and moderate 
humidity, has only two real sea- 
sons. May through October are 
the summer months and the rest 
of the year is winter. The high 
temperatures in the summer 
reach the low 90s, but the trade 
winds blow most of the time to 
help cool things off. The winter 
highs are usually in the low 80s. 
The weather is more unpre- 
dictable in winter. I’ve lived here 
all my life and | know it can rain at 
any time, summer or winter. 
There's a reason Hawaii is so 
green. 

On the Big Island, you can even 
ride in the snow on top of Mauna 
Kea. Most of you are probably 
trying to get away from the cold, 
but it's still a beautiful ride as you 
look down into the deep blue 
ocean and green pastures that 





In the Kulani Forest on the Big 
Island. We don't call this "tight," 
we call it *dense." 
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lead up to the white stuff you're riding in. 
Where else in the world can you ride in 
snow and a couple hours later get sun- 
burned while surfing? Expect to blow 
your mind at the views you will get on 
any island. 

Terrain: The terrain varies from island 
to island. The majority of the trails were 
cut for a hare and hound, poker run or 
enduro. Kauai, Oahu and Maui are most- 
ly dirt, as these islands are older. Lots of 
slippery, muddy areas we call Hawaiian 
Ice. Logs, rivers, hills, rocks, roots and 
tons of off-camber areas to test your 
ability, all in a jungle setting. The Big 
Island has it all. From brutal lava fields to 
scenic dirt trails. Hawaii is Known for 
nasty, challenging trails because the 
races here are usually very tough. It is 
not uncommon to have a hare and 
hound course less than 40 miles long 
with an average finishing time of seven 
hours. The Mauna Kea 200 enduro is 
known to be tough, but in comparison to 
events like the Labor Day Kauai Hare 
and Hound or Matt Lyman's Turkey Trot, 
Mauna Kea is a breeze. Never underesti- 
mate a Hawaiian trail. 

Sightseeing: For a trail rider who's into 
riding, not pushing his or her bike all day, 
there are tons of scenic, easy trails to be 
had. Two-track roads can lead you into 
unbelievable areas with swimming holes 
and waterfalls. Certain trails are long, 
flowing and fairly easy. On Oahu there is 
a place called Kahuku on the North 
Shore that has an awesome perimeter 
trail that overlooks the world famous 
Sunset Beach. This is the State Park and 
the only legal place to ride trails in all of 
Hawaii. Here's a reality: Although it's the 
only legal riding area, there are more 
miles of trails by far out of the park than 
in it. If you only ride there, although it has 
great areas and every kind of trail you 
could want, you will not see all the stuff 
that's really out here. I’m not saying you 
should become an outlaw, but keep in 
mind that every single trail rider in Hawaii 
who rides every weekend doesn't nec- 
essarily ride in the park every weekend, if 
you know what | mean. 

Depending on the season, fruit trees 
are in abundance with guavas, passion 
fruit, Mangos, mountain apples and 
every kind of tropical plant and flower 
growing wild everywhere. Lots of trails 
are linked up by using pineapple field 
roads. Here are some tips on pineap- 
ples. Although you see zillions of them all 
over the place, don’t get caught stealing 
one. If you just so happen to find one, 





bring a knife and make sure you eat it 
near a stream where you can wash off 
that nasty sticky juice. Here’s the most 
important tip to eating that delicious acid 
bomb: Don’t ever use your drinking 
water to wash it off, it’s too precious. 
Water is to be conserved as much as 
possible. We don’t have a water short- 
age in Hawaii, but you will inevitably run 
into a water shortage if you get into a 
gnarly situation. All it takes is one good 
trail to kick your butt, so don’t waste 
your H20 washing off fruit juice. 

Get Your Bike To Hawaii: When | started 
writing this article, | wanted all the read- 
ers to know that riding here is something 
you can do, not just dream about. With 
careful planning you could be jungle rid- 





PHOTO: PAM LYMAN 
ing. If you want to have the ultimate 
Hawaiian adventure, riding your own 
bike would be the best, since you're 
comfortable with it. Getting it to the 
islands is not as hard as you would think. 
A team of Hawaiians went to Tulsa, 
Oklahoma, for the ISDE with their bikes. 
They brought home three silver medals 
and two bronze medals and of course, 
their bikes. How? They packed their 
bikes as luggage. Wheels in this box, 
motor in that box, etc. This may seem 
ridiculous but they did it with no prob- 
lems. In fact, Hawaiian riders travel regu- 
larly to the mainland. What better way to 
force yourself into servicing your bike? 
Another way to get your bike to the 
island is to ship it. It will be pricey, espe- 
cially from the East Coast. The easiest 
55 
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Above: The legendary Flyin' Hawaiian, 
John DeSoto, still races and rides trail in 
the Islands. 

Right: Matt Lyman, one of Hawaii's best 
riders, taking the victory at a hare scram- 
bles. 


This is common pipe protection for 
Hawaiian riders. 
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way is to go on Two Wheels Dual Sport 
Adventures on Kauai. They know every 
inch of that island. You will be riding a 
dual sport bike so don't be surprised if 
you get a big, heavy four-stroker instead 
of a brand new KTM 200. Contact them 
at (808)822-7283. 

Preparing Your Bike And Body: First 
things first. You don't have to register 
dirt bikes here so forget about that has- 
Sle. If you're gonna cruise and sightsee, 
set up your bike and body the way you 
would set up for any trail ride. Dress for 
hot weather. It takes no time for the 
humidity to catch up with you. Always 
top off your Camelbak. Don't trust the 
river water for drinking because a lot of 
wild pigs and other critters are 
upstream. If you're gonna go for a real 
ride, set up the way you would for a long 
race. Handguards are a must. 

New tires will make your rides here 
pleasurable. The best rear tires to run for 
our slimy stuff are the Dunlop 755, 
Metzeler Unicross or the Michelin S12 
with heavy-duty tubes. For some rea- 
son, riders have a hard time believing 
this next thing l'm going to tell you: Run 
your tires nearly flat, no matter what any- 
body tells you. The dirt here is like no 
other. Use 4 pounds of air in the rear 
max, 8 pounds up front. That's the dif- 
ference between sounding like a chain 
saw in the valleys and riding through 
them. The only time you run more pres- 
sure than that is on the Big Island in the 
rocky trails and lava fields. 

Even though you’re in a small area 
compared to mainland riding, you will go 
to remote places. Make sure you have all 
the tools and the usual spare parts you 
would normally pack and add some 
energy bars for body fuel and, of course, 
a decent camera. Working out before 
you come here can only help you have 
more fun. Just like anywhere else, you 
can ride longer, see more cool stuff and 
cover a lot more ground if you're in 
decent shape. 

The Locals: One of the facts of riding 
trails in Hawaii is you have to find the 
trails first. The way to find them is to ride 
with a group of local riders. This is 
important to enjoy hassle-free riding 
wherever you go. Once in the woods, 
you are at their mercy. It's so easy to get 
lost here, you want the guys to at least 
make sure you're still there. If you're 
humble and cool, they will watch out for 
you and make sure you're okay. This is 
not to say they will ride your bike out of 
every situation but they will make sure 








iom Carvalho Jr., a. k. a. “RJ,” rips T an “easy” trail. 


you have an enjoyable experience. If 
you're a loud mouth and brag about how 
good you are, expect to go on the most 
challenging ride of your life. Don't tell us 
how good you are. Show us. The aver- 


age local rider is used to extreme situa- 
tions. Overall, they are not focused on 
going 100 miles per hour through a 
whooped-out desert. Nor are they com- 
pelled to see how fast they can go on the 


two-track roads. They can do that during 
the races. Once you get these guys into 
the trails, the throttle comes on and the 
roost starts flying. The riders here are 
cool and most wouldn't mind letting you 
hook up for the day. 

Air, Room, Truck: Your local travel 
agency can set you up with a package 
deal including air and hotel. The ideal 
truck would be a fully covered Penske or 
U-Haul type, so you can park anywhere 
and lock it up for security. You can also 
work on your bike in it. Make sure the 
details are taken care of. Just showing 
up to ride won't work. If you need help or 
have any questions, contact me at 
(808)623-6446 or (808)622-5948. Or go 
through www.mototrail.com. This is not 
a tour company, just all the information 
about riding in Hawaii you'll need. 

Picture This: By day you ride through 
the most scenic, beautiful trails on Earth. 
By night you rest your weary, aching 
body in a whirlpool tub with a Mai Tai 
close at hand. Then throw in a few days 
at the beach for good measure. Can you 
see it? Can you dream it? Then do it. 
Start planning and saving so we can go 
riding. 

Aloha, Blane 
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wherever you 


ing where yc been. Here, we’re parked off the highway 


by Paul Clipper 


Wi» a doubt, one of the coolest high-tech toys out there 
right now is the GPS. A GPS receiver, short for Global 
Positioning System, is a device that can sit right in front of you 
and tell you most accurately what your latitude and longitude is 
and, depending on the model of the unit, may also be able to 
pinpoint your location on a map stored in its own memory. 

Now, to a plain old dirt biker like you or me, the reaction to 
such a claim may be a profound ho-hum. | heard all that; | 
knew what they were talking about. But it didn't make a full 
impact on me until | had one sitting in front of me in a diner in 
Westfield, Massachusetts, staring at a little screen that showed 
a map of Westfield on it, and, yes indeed, a little black arrow 
that basically said "you are here." 

You know, that's a mighty profound thing. Plenty of us are 
capable with maps, and can get one out and muddle along until 
we figure out what state we're in, what road we came in on, and 
where, roughly, along that road we may be sitting...assuming we 
got the number of the road right and that we really are facing east 
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S pointing toward Lewes while 


7.4 miles away. 


like we 
think. | don't want to think 
about the many times | carefully consulted 

the map and then started up the car or bike and headed off 
in the direction exactly opposite of where | wanted to go. 

But here was something very logical, as Spock would say. 
This modest little box, four inches by two inches, sitting next to 
my eggs and toast not only showed me a map, but gave me 
my latitude and longitude, knew which side of the road | was 
on, and even told me my exact direction and ground speed 
when | walked with it. 

Furthermore, if | used the large rocker button on the face to 
scroll around the map to, say, Springfield, click on the city and 
tell it to “go to," the machine would bring up an arrow that 
would point directly to Springfield, tell me how far away it was, 
and estimate how long it would take to get there at the speed 
| was traveling. 

| began to realize that the device l'd poo-pooed in the past 





plot a course to L ies, 











Zoom in closer on the display, and w 





crumb trail" looks like. You : 


*route" and use it again to find your way over the 


was actually a small miracle in a box, especially for someone 
incapable of asking directions. 

Honestly, it would be a miracle if it wasn’t for the eggs. The 
eggs weren’t a real problem, but being inside was. The GPS 
functions by receiving signals from a group of satellites in geo- 
synchronous (fixed) orbit scattered many miles beyond Earth's 
atmosphere. It can’t “see” the satellites through the roof of the 
coffee shop, and truth be known it also has trouble seeing 
through a dense canopy of leaves. But that's okay—it’s an out- 
side device and, for our uses, it does a job more thorough than 
your typical scrutiny of a gas station map. 


FINDING YOUR WAY 

| decided | needed one, right then and there, and the unit | 
was looking at never went back to its rightful owner. He 
showed me the basic way to work it. | scrolled around on the 
little map until | found the town | lived in, then the street | lived 
on, and approximately where my house was. With the cursor 
sitting right there | hit “enter” and got a second screen asking 
me to name the spot and save it as a waypoint. | named it 
“Ranch” and hit “enter” again, and the display popped back to 
the map, only this time it showed a direction arrow and “15.4 
miles.” It was telling me that home was 15.4 miles thataway, 
and that was oh-so-cool. 

When we got there, we re-entered the “Ranch” waypoint sit- 
ting in the driveway, pinpointing the location exactly, and then 
set it up the same way to point us to the airport, where | was 
next headed to dispose of the GPS's former owner. In a similar 
fashion it pointed us to the airport and counted down the miles, 
but it was obvious that it was pointing in a "crow flies" direc- 
tion—straight at the location rather than telling you exactly 
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what street to turn on. This unit wasn't smart enough to show 
you what they call "street-level detail," but some of the newer, 
bigger ones are. 

Next, my partner showed me that if | knew the way and 
wanted to be pointed exactly there by road, | could enter all 
major intersections as waypoints and tell the GPS to go to 
each of them in order. This way the unit could literally tell you 
to turn left here, right there, and so on. 


RED RIDING HOOD 

We cut through a state forest on the way, and this is where 
the unit became really interesting. There were no roads on the 
display, even though we were on a dirt road. According to the 
GPS we were in uncharted territory, but it looked like the GPS 
Screen was showing a "road" behind us, wherever we went. 
What was happening is that the unit was leaving a "bread- 
crumb trail," just like so many innocent forest travelers in fairy 
tales. A little familiarity with the instruction book, my partner 
told me, and l'd be able to take a “breadcrumb trail" like that 
and save it as a route, with its own name, and call it up later to 
follow the trail again. It could be done in a car, on a bike, or 
even on foot. And, the coolest thing was that through applica- 
tion of the right kinds of wires, this same route could be piped 
into somebody else's GPS, and they could follow the trail you 
just laid out. Very cool indeed. 

In this way, riders could share favorite trails and ride them eas- 
ily without having to follow markings. Even without a saved 
route, if someone gave you the latitude and longitude of the 
trailhead, you could find your way there easily, and with the 
additional lat/long numbers for waypoints and interesting stops 
along the way, it would be simple to share trails with anyone, 
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G PS at Dakar By Pete Denison 


he Dakar rally is a 17-day, 8000 km race run in the Sahara Desert in northern 
T Africa. The absence of landmarks in the desert and the abundance of name- 

less dirt two-tracks and animal trails make navigation by map or common 
road book impossible. For years, the Dakar organizers have relied on GPS tech- 
nology to guide all the competitors across the deserts and mountains of Africa, 
and having the right GPS equipment is essential if you hope to be competitive. 

At each evening’s riders’ meeting, the racers are provided with the latitude and 
longitude of each of the following day’s checkpoints. Depending on the length of 
the course that day, there may be as few as four or as many as 12 checks that 
need to be reached while following the course. The riders must program their GPS 
receivers with the data, building a route for the day’s race. They then follow the 
arrow displayed on their GPS from check to check. 

Sometimes the checks are more than 100km apart. This leaves the rider lots of 
room for discretion in following the best route over the terrain in order to reach 
the next check. In other words, your GPS display could show that the next check 
is 85km straight ahead, right on the other side of that big mountain! It’s up to the 
rider to choose whether he wants to go around to the right, the left, or straight 
over the top. If your GPS receiver is wrong, or if it fails altogether, you’re out of 
the race. 

In 1997, Jimmy Lewis and I, acting as his mechanic, arrived in Dakar, Senegal, 
for the start of the rally armed with four Garmin GPSII receivers and various 
mounts, antennae, batteries and spare parts. The GPSII was a new product at the 
time, but its 8-channel receiver was more than accurate in the open desert ter- 
rain. The Garmin proved to be a better unit than anything that the Euros had. It 
was faster to program, it had a bigger arrow so it was easier to follow, and it real- 
ly held up under the pounding. Even though we brought plenty of spares, we only 
needed one unit for the whole event. That one race made me a Garmin fan. When 
the dust cleared, Jimmy Lewis finished the race in fourth overall, first single cylin- 
der and first among all the KTM team entries. 


without even being there. l'd seen 
magazine articles with lat/long num- 
bers for interesting spots, now it all 
made sense. As he was leaving for 
the plane, my partner also pointed out 
that these "routes" exist as computer 
files, and could be traded across the 
Internet or as attachments to e-mail. 
Very double-cool. 

Driving with a map-based GPS on 
the dashboard in front of you, or on the 
handlebar of your street bike or dual 
sport bike, guarantees that you will 
never have to stop and look at the 
map. The map is right in front of you 
with a little black arrow on it. The arrow 
is you, and the whole feeling is so 
Space-age you won't believe it. 

There are hazards associated with 
GPS usage, however. Driving, for 
example: it's realy a two-hand, two- 
eye affair, and trying to pick a new des- 
tination off the map without driving 
right off the road is exceedingly diffi- 
cult. You would have to stop com- 
pletely to change anything if you were 
riding a dirt bike. Secondly, a lot is hap- 
pening inside the unit, and it can really 
eat up AA batteries, so get a cigarette 
lighter adapter if you're going to be 
fooling with it in the car, which you will. 
Also, like an enduro computer, never 
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go out on an important ride without brand 
new batteries in the GPS, just to be sure. 
If your enduro computer quits, you're 
“lost” on a marked trail. If you're brush- 
busting with a GPS and the batteries fail 
you are truly lost. But, if you carry an extra 
set and pop them in, the unit goes right 
back to showing you exactly where you 
are on the planet. And that can be a won- 
derful thing. 


DETAILS 

The unit | have is a Garmin GPSIII. It's 
small, light and somewhat expensive; 
but Garmin has models that are bigger, 
heavier, and much more expensive. As 
near as | can figure, the GPSIII is the 
smallest unit Garmin makes with the 
map inside. They make less expensive 
GPS machines, the GPSII and GPSIl+, 
but these units don't have the internal 
map. They will tell you where you are in 
the grand scheme of things, and have 
"city point" databases built in, but 
unless you're carrying a map that 
shows lat/long you're not going to get 
that warm fuzzy feeling that comes with 
knowing the road you're seeking is just 
up ahead. Some folks don't mind this, 
and can navigate all day long on just 
numbers, but for finding your way 
around a strange state, the map and 








The position page gives you your com- 
pass heading and a wealth of other pro- 
grammable fields. 











The satellite status page shows you 
where the navigational satellites are and 
whether you're locked onto them or not. 





pointer is the greatest thing ever. 
Garmin is introducing a new GPSIll+ 
that has the same package we have 
illustrated here, but it's loaded with a 
more detailed map. Release is sched- 
uled for February or March of 1999. 
Magellan is the other GPS company, 
and they have a variety of models as 
well. Their internal map model is called 
the MAP 410, and I’ve never seen it but 
the list of features built into the unit is 
impressive. If you want to learn more 
about either of these companies' prod- 
ucts, two long-time Trail Rider advertis- 
ers are very well-versed in the language 
of GPS. Give a call to A-Loop Offroad at 
(803)791-0035, or contact CycoActive at 
(800)491-CYCO. Both have Internet 


sites at www.aloop.com and 
www.cycoactive.com, with a wealth of 
information about GPS. You can also 
check out www.garmin.com 
and www.magellangps.com for the 
companies’ product lines. 

The bottom line? If you're into bush- 
whacking, long-distance trail riding, or 
just driving all around creation in your 
hauler or on a street bike, having a GPS 
unit mounted in front of you is a ton of 
fun, and very useful. None of them are 
what you'd call cheap, but you should 
know by now that generally, the more 
expensive the toy, the more fun it is. 
Don't you hate to ask directions? Never 
want to be lost again? Get a GPS; you'll 
love it. IM 





When only | the best 


Coming Soon-White Brothers Offroad Catalog #21 
To order a catalog-call (714)692.3404 or 


Doug Dubach 
World 4-Stroke 
Champion 


~ Randy Hawkins 
National Endaro 
Champlon 


A 


Spud Walters 


PACE Thunderbike 
Champion 


— 


Tunable Elliptical Spark Arrestor Discs 


it's got to be an E-Series 


XR e KLX » DR * YZ e WR @ TRX © Mojave » Grizzly ° Warrior ¢ Wolverine 


FAX (714)692.3409. 
whitebDbros.com 





Se =a — ES 


“World Leaders in High-Performance Parts and Accessories" 


1999 White Brothers, Inc. 24845 Corbit Place, Yorba Linda, CA 92887 


TrailRider Toolbox 


by Mark Uth 


Advanced Jetting 















Typical Jet Needle (Keihin) 
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M ore often than not, the path to crisp 
jetting is à simple, straightforward 
exercise, requiring little more than spin- 
ning jets (main or pilot), adjusting an air 
Screw and/or needle clip position, with 
plenty of saddle testing in between. 
Every once in a while, though, you run 
into a motor that refuses to cooperate 
and will not clean up no matter what 
changes are made to those standard 
adjustments. The '99 Husky WR360 that 
we tested some time back was one of 
those cases as, regardless of brass 
spun, its TMX carburetor just couldn't 
quite get the job done. Sure, it came 
close and for plenty of riders, that's good 
enough. However, really serious racers, 
ardent trail riders or for that matter dedi- 
cated magazine editors are unwilling to 
accept a 9596 solution, and therefore 
must look toward more involved carb 
tuning options. In what we'll call 
"advanced jetting," changes to the nee- 
dle jet, jet needle (yes, there is a differ- 
ence) and throttle slide cutaway affect 
fuel delivery for throttle positions from 
1/8 open to nearly wide open throttle 
(WOT). With the right know-how (and 
patience) these three fuel mixing adjust- 
ments, in conjunction with standard jet 
spinning, can be used to crisply zero in 
the fuel delivery in even the most finicky 
of motors and/or fine-tune any machine 
for optimum performance. 


Before launching into a discussion of 
how jet needles, needle jets and slides 
affect fuel mixing, an aside on jetting phi- 
losophy is in order. It should be under- 
stood that the objective of tuning carbu- 
retor fuel delivery is to obtain the ideal 
fuel-air mixture for combustion, ideal 
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being defined as the best possible com- 
bination of economy, power output and 
motor longevity for a particular applica- 
tion. Naturally, this optimum combination 
varies depending on duty cycle (read: 
how the bike is to be used). The same 
motor raced in motocross could be jet- 
ted considerably different than if used for 
hill climbing. Off-road racing (enduro and 
hare scrambles), supercross and even 
trail riding also have their particular 
demands, or lack thereof. Confounding 
this situation is the fact that motorcycle 
engines are not run under steady-state 
conditions. Constant changes in throttle 
position, air temperature, elevation, etc., 
all serve to further muddy the jetting 
equation. As you read on, you'l soon 
see that there's a considerable overlap of 
particular jetting changes that will affect 
fuel delivery at a specific throttle opening. 
As a result, changes to needle, needle jet 
or slide are often used in conjunction 
with a corresponding main or pilot jet 
swap in order to achieve desired results. 
No, the road to perfect carburetion is 
hardly an exact science, more akin to a 
multi-step process of trial and error. 
Always remember that there's more than 
one way to skin a cat, although some 
ways are considerably more costly than 
others. 


NEEDLES 

Among the three changes noted 
above, jet needle changes are perhaps 
the easiest and no doubt the least 
expensive means for advanced fuel 
metering. Most needles can be changed 
without carb removal, no more difficult 
than changing needle clip position. 
Replacement needles are easy on the 


wallet too, only costing about $8-$10 
from an aftermarket supplier or $15-$20 
for an OEM replacement from your deal- 
er. Standard jet needle variables include 
clip position, jet needle diameter, jet nee- 
dle taper angle, and jet needle straight 
section length. Of course, clip position is 
nothing new, accomplished easily and 
often by even the greenest tuner. Note, 
however, that needle clip slot designa- 
tions are numbered from top to bottom, 
the number one clip position being the 
one furthest from the needle taper. Jet 
needles, in conjunction with the needle 
jet, act as a variable flow valve at nearly 
all throttle openings. Their effect at either 
end (0-1/8 or WOT) is minimal, however, 
in between the needle/needle jet rules. 
The needle jet is an orifice through which 
fuel passes when being sucked into the 
carburetor venturi. In some carburetors 
its even replaceable, but we're getting 
ahead of ourselves. The jet needle is an 
impediment to flow through the needle 
jet, essentially plugging up the orifice 
depending upon needle design and 
throttle position. 


When considering needle changes, 
each needle variable mentioned above 
affects fuel mixture in a subtly different 
manner. Straight section diameter, 
effects jetting from fully closed to half 
open throttle settings, having the most 
profound effect between 1/8 and 1/4 
throttle. Always working in conjunction 
with the needle jet, a fatter (larger diam- 
eter) straight section serves to lean out 
jetting, while a smaller diameter straight 
section makes for a richer mixture (fat- 
ter plugs up more of the orifice). Jet 
needle straight section length is a mea- 


sure of the distance from the top (#1) 
clip slot to the beginning of the needle 
taper. Just like clip position, the jet nee- 
dle straight section length affects jetting 
from roughly 1/8 to 3/4 throttle open- 
ings, with its greatest effect coming 
between 1/4 and 1/2 throttle. 
Increasing the length of the straight 
section has the same effect as raising 
the needle clip position, which is of 
course to lean fuel mixture. This is 
because the fatter straight section and 
top of the tapered section of the needle 
remain in play for wider throttle open- 
ings. Similarly, decreasing the jet needle 
straight section, like lowering the clip, 
raises the needle and allows for a richer 
mixture at smaller throttle openings 
(less orifice plugging going on). Most 
important, jetting changes accom- 
plished by changing the straight section 
length (or clip position) are uniform 
across the entire effective range men- 
tioned above (1/8 to 3/4 throttle), mean- 
ing that the mixture will be either rich- 
ened or leaned out across the entire 
range, depending upon the change 
made. 


The final jet needle tuning parameter is 
needle taper. Needle taper effects throt- 
tle openings from approximately 1/4 
through WOT, but has the greatest effect 
in the mid-throttle range. Changing the 
needle taper uniquely allows the oppo- 
Site ends of this range to be individually 
tuned, meaning that a needle taper 
change could richen fuel delivery at 3/4 
to WOT without affecting mixture at 1/4 
to 1/2 throttle. Used in conjunction with 
needle diameter changes, individual 
throttle positions could simultaneously 
richen/lean depending on choices made. 
Needle tapers are commonly between 1f 
and 4f, varying a fraction of a degree at 
each increment. A shallower needle 
taper (nearer to 1f) will result in a needle 
that's fatter at its point, thus leaning fuel 
delivery at wider throttle openings. 
Likewise a steeper needle taper results in 
a thinner needle point, allowing more fuel 
to flow as WOT is approached. 


NEEDLE JET 

As mentioned earlier, the needle jet is 
the orifice that gets throttled by the jet 
needle. Obviously, a bigger orifice means 
richer fuel delivery across the board, 
although most profoundly from 1/8 to 
3/4 throttle. Not all carburetors have 
replaceable needle jets, and in fact some 
of the most popular current carburetors 
(Mikuni TMX, Keihin PJ and PWK series) 


don't. On these carburetors, you'll have 
to rely on needle changes. The needle jet 
is replaceable on popular round slide 
carburetors (Mikuni and Keihin PE), 
Mikuni TMs, et. al., and as a result these 
carburetors have remained popular with 
many tuners. For carbs so equipped, 
replaceable needle jets are fairly inexpen- 
sive to boot. 


THROTTLE VALVE CUT-AWAY 
The throttle valve cut-away affects 
mixture in the area of 1/8 to 1/4 throttle 


opening. The cut-away effectively varies 
the velocity of the incoming air charge as 
it passes over the main needle jet. A 
greater velocity has the tendency to pull 
more fuel into the mixture, thus richening 
the mixture. Conversely a lesser velocity 
leans things out. Surprisingly, less cut- 
away (a smaller slide number) increases 
velocity and, subsequently, mixture rich- 
ness (again, in the 1/8 to 1/4 throttle 
range). Similarly, a larger cut-away size 
(larger slide number) decreases charge 
velocity and thus leans out the mixture in 
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the 1/8 to 1/4 throttle range. The one 
catch with slide changes is that they're 
expensive, costing in excess of $60 for 
most carbs. If you feel daring or fully self- 
assured, slides can be manually altered 
for a leaner mixture. This is accom- 
plished by carefully filing out a larger cut- 
away. The general rule of thumb regard- 
ing slide cutaway increments is that a 
1mm increase in the depth of the slide 
cut-away (at the apex) approximates a 
one-size change (leaner) of the slide 
number. Be advised, however, if you 
choose this option, don't forget that 
there's no going back. 


CONVENTIONS 

When considering carburetion 
options, there's a considerably better 
variety, availability and understanding of 
jet needles for Keihin carbs. 
Conversely, tuners often rely on 
replaceable needle jets for altering jet- 
ting of Mikuni carburetors (excepting 
the TMX, of course). The problem with 
needle changes (Keihin or Mikuni) is 
that the needles typically provided with 
stock motorcycle carburetors use a dif- 
ferent marking scheme than the after- 
market needles sold by dealers and 
suppliers. For example, an OEM 
R1368N needle that might be stock for 
a PWK39 roughly equates to a Keihin 
part number N427-48CGJ replacement 
needle. While there are conventions 
that correlate between the two, most 
tuners agree that they're not a 10096 
direct conversion. As always, careful 
trial and testing is needed to baseline 
an aftermarket needle before proceed- 
ing with planned tuning changes. 
Rather than belabor the conversion 
process, we'l instead reference the 
Keihin Products Catalog, which pro- 
vides all kinds of pertinent info on those 
carburetors. Keihin USA has offices in 
Milwaukee, Wl and Garden Grove, CA, 
414)321-7500 and (714)898-2238, 
respectively. Another great source of 
carburetor and jetting information is 
Matt Reed at Carburetor Parts 
Warehouse in Valley View, OH, 
216)524-1599. Reed has been a big 
help to the guys here at Trail Rider dur- 
ing a number of projects and has pro- 
vided considerable insight for this arti- 
cle as well. As a closing note, never for- 
get that a poorly jetted, advanced tech- 
nology carb (like the flat slide TMX men- 
tioned at the beginning of this article) 
will always provide less performance 
than a crisply jetted round slide carb. 
And that’s what it's all about. B 
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Vankee trailer 


Bike Hauler 1991 Ford Clubwagon 
van, 6 cyl auto, 5 passenger, A/C, 
pw, pdl, t&c. This is TR’s main hauler, 
high mileage but very well main- 
tained. It works great but we're 
burning it to the waterline if some- 
body doesn’t buy it soon. $3500 
obo, (609)953-9999. 

1991 Suzuki DR 350 Street legal, 
Baja light kit w/batt,, Acerbis hand- 
guards w/blinkers, WER susp., FMF 
Performax, new Michelin dual sport 
tyres, new Ceet cover and tank 
decals, luggage rack. $2200 obo, 
(973)827-1280. 

1997 KTM RXC 400, $3,750. Electric 
start, like-new condition, well main- 
tained. Used one dual sport season. 
3 gallon tank, 150 mile dual sport 
range. Custom skid plate, custom 
side stand, SuperTrapp exhaust, 
Metzeler tires, Bark Busters, custom 
gel seat. (607)844-4844 anytime, or 
Internet motoslenn@aol.com. Will 
deliver anywhere in northeast. 

1998 KX 250 parts: IMS 3.4 gal. 
Tank, never used, $150. FMF Gold 
Series pipe & silencer (Power Core), 
$150. (309)772-3861. 

1998 KTM 200 MXC Few hours, like 
new. FMF, Dyno Port, E-Line guards, 
new graphics/plastic, C-Cycle, very 
strong, $3800. 1999 KTM 200 EXC 40 
miles, mint. $4800. Both CT reg., 3- 
bike trailer and Moose gear avail. 
(203)261-1036. 

1996 TM 125 Drew Smith’s ISDE bike, 
Marzocchi/Ohlins, fast. (739)879- 
9930. $9400 obo. 

1993 Husqvama WXE 360 One owner, 
fresh top end, new Keihin PWK 38mm 
caro and reeds to match. Runs very 
strong, $1900. (609)401-2177. 

1993 Husqvama WXE 350, $1500. 
1992 Husqvarna WXE 350, $1900. 
Both dependable and clean, easy 
starting four-strokes. Can be seen in 
White River Jct., VT, or Bellingham, 
MA., call (802)295-0938. 

1986 BMW K100RS Showroom 
cond., in storage for 8 years, only 
3000 miles. All orig., all stock. $6500 
obo, must sell. (973)897-1980. 
Mark Charles Dirt Bike Lift One of 
them for sale in perfect shape, only 
$975 obo. (973)897-1980. 

1998 Husky TE 610 Ex. cond., susp. 
revalved for woods. Single & dual 





exh, lights, hand & rad guards. 
Purchased 4/98, $5100 obo. 
(812)985-9516. . 

1997 Yamaha WR 250, long rod kit. 
asking $1800. Call for extras. 
(973)798-1986 

1997 GAS GAS 195 & 150- Factory 
Connection revalved Ohlins and 
Marzocchi, new bottom and top 
ends, extra plastic & seat covers. 
Tassinari reed cages and more. 
(973)838-8770. 

1997 KTM 250 EXC Mint cond., MA 
title, runs perfect. Many guards, lots 
of extras, $3500. 1994 KTM 250 EXC 
Only used twice since June ‘97. 
Forks revalved, guards, great bike, 
$1800. Acerbis enduro jacket, 
never worn, too small for me, size 38 
black & grey, list for $150, asking 
$75. Call (781)970-5985. | 
1997 Honda XR 400 Good cond., 
many extras, $3000 obo. 1996 KTM 
250 EXC Pro Action susp., FMF pipe, 
well maint., $2500. (717)385-5105. 
ICO Pro Comp fil Enduro computer, 
used 3 times, $195. (419)767-5519. 
1993 Husqvarna 360 WXE Exc. 
cond., new tires, sprockets and 
chain, new whl bearings and steer- 
ing head. All guards, fresh top end, 
$9100 obo. (814)736-4643. 

1998 KTM 195 EXC Factory Connection 
susp, E-Line guards, Pro-Taper, all 
guards, computer pick-up. and Scotts 
bracket, set up for enduros. Perfect 
cond., $3500, (401)949-5496. 

1997 KTM 9200 EXC LE Jackpiner 
Bought new in April, full extra set of 
plastic, skid plate. $5500 or best 
realistic offer. 1994 ATK 406, com- 
pletely rebuilt, 95 graphics & seat 
cover, all guards. $2200 obo, 
(401)568-8552. 

1993 RMX 250, WER Suspension, 
many new parts, $1000 obo, 
(973)402-8590 

1998 KTM 300, Factory Connection 
Suspension and more, $3500 obo, 
(973)402-8590 

1997 GAS GAS 125 & 150- Factory 
Connection revalved Ohlins and 
machined Marzocchi internals, new 
bottom and top ends, extra plastic & 
seat covers. Carbon fiber guards, 
Tassinari reed cages and more. 
(973)838-8770 
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WE CAN FIX IT!!! 
Motorcycle Radiators Only...Since 1990 


RADIATORS 


Clogged, Bent, Twisted, Smashed, or Leaking 
We fix them right! For as low as $35.00 
One-day service. We also fix oil coolers. 


MYLER’ S; (800) 367-7699 (801) 280-8040 
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Established 1975 


609-267-2123 


YAMAHA 











350 E. High St. ° sip PA 17013 
1-800-634-8283 











 HOPP'SKTM | 


1-800-TRY-KTMS 
(1-800-879-5867) 


E BOUM 
ORDERS ONLY (No Catalogs) 


KTM PARTS-CLOTHING-ACCESSORIES 
VINTAGE PARTS AVAILABLE 
HOPP'S KTM-BUTLER, PA 724/283-4820 

















USED PARTS HOTLINE 


MILLIONS OF USED PARTS 
IN STOCK FOR STREET AND DIRT 


IF WE DON’T HAVE IT, WE'LL FIND IT. 


(541) 607-6622 


PACIFIC CYCLE SPORTS 


INC. 








IGNITION & 


starten TROUBLES ? 


Rewinding old & new stators 
Rebuilding starters for all makes and models 
Fast Turnaround 


CALL THE STARTER KING 
(508)763-3160 15 Dr. Braley Rd. 


Call day or night ask for Bob Rochester, MA 02770 





















BY MAIL/1-DAY TURNAROUND 
ORIGINAL SOLES FROM 
ALPINE STAR ° AXO e SIDI 


REG. SOLES $50.00 + $10.00 Shipping 
NEW TECH 7 $60.00 & Handling 


CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 


SOLE PERFORMANCE 


| |165 South El Camino Real, Suite K, Encinitas, CA 92024 
a [S3 EH NENNEN! 
EEES ESEESE EH 


Please Tell Advertisers 
That You Found Then li 
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The Bike Whisperer Part Two 


Herticider 


by Ed Hertfelder 





he mysterious soft whisper caught 

my ear again at that long-playing 
New Hampshire run that raised so 
much money for cystic fibrosis 
research. 

Riders in our big western states might 
wonder at riders from New Jersey trav- 
elling across part of New York, then 
Connecticut, then Massachusetts to 
get to New Hampshire. The truth is that 
it’s just a walk in the park compared to 
western distances. It’s not unusual for a 
row Of five riders to be from five different 
states. The total mileage from Baltimore 
to Boston is only 407 miles. That's /ess 
than halfway across Texas. 

So you can’t say that eastern riders 
are more likely to contribute to events 
that raise money for various public ben- 
efits—it ain’t charity because your sec- 
ond cousin might have cystic fibrosis — 
it's just easier to take your motorcycle to 
try vastly different terrain, eat some dif- 
ferent chow, blow different wind up your 
nose and escape some local pressure 
for a weekend. And who am | to say 
that maybe the girlfriends travelling with 
the unattached guys sure look different 
when they get into other zip codes. 

| had rim-cut my front tube on a sharp 
rock l'd hit with way too much down- 
load on the front end, probably because 
| was panic-hauling on the front brake. 
This happens every time | get scared 
silly with downhill momentum building 
up and the geared-down rear tire hop- 
ping along like a motorized hop toad 
and "graunching" as it hits the inside of 
the rear fender. 

The main thing | need when repairing 
a flat tire is level ground. | really hate it 
when | get the motorcycle wheel off the 
ground by lifting the frame onto a tree 
stump or a pile of rocks, turn around to 
set my helmet where it won't roll into 
the next county and hear the motorcy- 
cle crash onto its side. Then, when | get 
the motorcycle back up in a more level 
stance, don't you know that helmet is 
rolling itself toward downtown Vermont. 

Level ground is in short supply in New 
Hampshire. What there is of it is 
reserved for cemeteries and war memo- 
rial statuary. And maybe bowling alleys. 

| lucked out because the top of the 
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next hill was being bulldozed reason- 
ably flat for, probably, a war memorial 
or a cemetery. 

Three other riders were scattered 
around, all with front flats. | wouldn't 
be surprised if we had all hit the same 
sharp rock, which was diabolically 
located on the only line down that 
killer hill. 

What was especially annoying 
about it all was that l'd hit that same 
sharp rock and snake bit the front 
tube twice in the last three years. 

It doesn't take long to find a milk- 
crate-sized rock in New Hampshire, 
and | had my Honda sitting on one in 
no time. Then | took the time to lash a 
handlebar to the tree alongside the rock 
with my towrope. An ounce of preven- 
tion is not worth a pound of cure when 
you're on a flat ridgetop 20 miles from 
blacktop. It’s worth about a ton-and-a- 
half of cure. Maybe more. 

The danger of the motorcycle sliding 
off the rock was there, of course, but 
my main worry was being impacted 
clear off the rock by another rider riding 
up with a motorcycle that he'd forgotten 
how to control. It happens sometimes. 

Once | had the wheel off the ground 
my front axle slid out easily, as it always 
will if you pull it and oil it after the wheels 
have been submerged. But things 
weren't all that bad; compared with 
wrestling the inner tube out of a rock 
hard 18-inch rear wheel, a 21-inch front 
isn't much harder than a balloon tire 
bicycle. 

Foolishly, | once made the statement 
that | liked to break down 21-inch tires, 
but | said it to the wrong guys. For what 
seemed years, l'd find 21-inch wheels 
with flat tires in the back of my van 
every Monday. 

This stopped after | began swapping 
the repaired tire for a six-pack of any 
domestic beer. Preferably cold and, no, 
you're not going to get one ‘to go’ when 
you head home. 

The other flatees and myself weren't 
racing each other to get those flats 
fixed, but | had my snakebite holes 
roughed up, cemented and patched 
before the other guys. | was unlimpering 
my bicycle-type tire pump when the 





bike whisperer rolled up behind me and 
whispered that he had a better pump 
than mine. 

He was swinging one of those short 
tire pumps that replaces a spark plug as 


.he got off his bike and started to 


unscrew its single spark plug. 

Now, | thought | was certain this type 
of pump only worked with two or more 
cylinder engines and | was wrong. 

After he’d threaded the hose into the 
spark plug hole on his motorcycle the 
whisperer rolled my mounted, but not yet 
inflated tire onto his bike's footpeg and 
strapped it tight against the gas tank 
with a short bungee cord. Then he 
threaded the hose onto my tire valve and 
told me to start pushing his motorcycle. 

It was already in low gear and, right 
quick, that engine “whuffed” my tire up 
to the 15 pounds of pressure | wanted. 

He left that pump device with us after 
he replaced his spark plug and took off. 
| replaced my wheel and swapped the 
hose with the spark plug on my motor- 
cycle and filled the tires for the other 
three riders. 

It took a bit of pushing to motor the 
engine over, so | let the tires’ owners 
chuff it around the clearing. 

| returned the hose pump to the whis- 
perer that evening at the ski resort 
restaurant where some dummy was 
supposed to have an interesting slide 
show, but he forgot the slides! 

The strange thing was, folks who 
knew what they were talking about said 
that the slide show turned out better 
than they expected. W 


Insure that your ride is a good one with genuine Moose replacement parts. From Sprockets to Air Filters, Clutch Levers to 
Gas Cans, we have everything you need to keep your bike moving in the right direction. Remember, don't get stuck with stock, 
insist on genuine Moose replacement parts. Nobody knows the trail like Moose and your local Parts Unlimited dealer. 





MOOSE HAS THE SOLUTION 





< moose steelWptch plates: 





moose ignition Stato 
lighting /ignition stator: 4," moose air filter 


Have your dealer contact 


PARTS. 


www.mooseoffroad.com 
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Introducing the 


Reckon by now you've heard about Doug Henry's 
National MX championship aboard his YZ400F 
four-stroke. Well, even better news is that now a 
healthy dose of Yamaha's legendary four-stroke 
technology has been roped into the two newest steeds 


in our off-road stable — the TT-R250 and TT-R225. 


Geared toward casual and intermediate riders, but 


(n 


still feisty enough to hog-tie the meanest tds, this 
pair of ponies comes hitched with smdthh,”torquey 
four-stroke powerplants, electric sart, YZ-bred 
suspension, disc brakes, knobby motocross-spec 
rubber and for the more spirited 250, over 11" of 
travel at both ends. Looking to join our off-road posse? 


Then perhaps it's time you saddled up one of these. 


Dress properly for your ride with a helmet, eye protection. long-sleeved shirt. long pants, gloves and boots. Yamaha and the Motorcycle ^ 
Safety Foundation encourage you to ride safely and respect the environment. For more information regarding the MSF Rider Course. 
call 1-800-446-9227. Do not drink and ride. It is illegal and dangerous. ©1999 Yamaha Motor Corporation, U.S.A. (Cypress, CA 90630). 


For the Yamaha dealer nearest you call: 1-800-88- YAMAHA. 
www.yamaha-motor.com. 








